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Introduced by the Council President at the request of the Jacksonville Historic Preservation Commission:
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ORDINANCE 2009-378
AN ORDINANCE REGARDING CHAPTER 307 (HISTORIC PRESERVATION), ORDINANCE CODE, DESIGNATING THE LYNNWOOD CHRISTIAN CHURCH LOCATED AT 5200 WESCONNETT BOULEVARD, IN COUNCIL DISTRICT 10 JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA, AS A LANDMARK AND LANDMARK SITE; DIRECTING THE ZONING ADMINISTRATOR TO ENTER THE LANDMARK AND LANDMARK SITE DESIGNATION ON THE ZONING ATLAS; DIRECTING THE COUNCIL SECRETARY TO NOTIFY EACH APPLICANT, THE PROPERTY OWNER AND THE PROPERTY APPRAISER OF THE LANDMARK AND LANDMARK SITE DESIGNATION AND TO CAUSE SAID DESIGNATION TO BE RECORDED IN THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF DUVAL COUNTY, FLORIDA; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, the Jacksonville City Council (the “Council”) promulgated Chapter 307 (Historic Preservation), Ordinance Code, to facilitate the designation of landmarks and landmark sites, where appropriate; and


WHEREAS, the structure to be designated consists of a 1941 masonry sanctuary with a two-story addition, an adjacent parsonage and the original one-story wood church (hereinafter the “Subject Property”); the property owners within 350 feet of the boundaries of the Subject Property located at 5200 Wesconnett Boulevard in Council District 10 have been notified of the intent to designate the structure situated on the west side of Wesconnett Boulevard between Dorminy Avenue and Hyram Avenue; and


WHEREAS, pursuant to the requirements of Chapter 307 (Historic Preservation), Ordinance Code, the Council has considered the issue of designating the Subject Property as a landmark and landmark site, taking into consideration its importance and historical value, as more fully set forth in the Designation Application and Report of the Planning and Development Department, a copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit 1, and incorporated by reference herein (the “Report”); and


WHEREAS, public hearings have been held by the Jacksonville Historic Preservation Commission, the Council and its committees regarding the issue of designating the Subject Property as a landmark and landmark site; and


WHEREAS, by enacting this ordinance, the Council is exercising its power and authority to protect the health, safety and welfare of the City of Jacksonville and finds that the Subject Property should be so designated; now, therefore


BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Designation of Landmark and Landmark Site.  Pursuant to Chapter 307 (Historic Preservation), Ordinance Code, the Council hereby designates the Subject Property as a landmark and landmark site.


Section 2.

Satisfaction of Requisite Criteria.  The Council hereby finds that the Subject Property satisfies at least three (3) of the requisite criteria set forth in Section 307.104(j), Ordinance Code, as more fully set forth in Exhibit 1.

Section 3.

Landmark and Landmark Site Designation on Zoning Atlas.  The Council hereby directs the Zoning Administrator to designate the Subject Property as a landmark and landmark site on the City’s Zoning Atlas.


Section 4.
Notice of Landmark and Landmark Site Designation.  The Council hereby directs the Chief of Legislative Services to notify each applicant, the property owner and the Property Appraiser of the designation of the Subject Property as a landmark and landmark site.


Section 5.

Recording of Landmark and Landmark Site Designation.  The Council hereby directs the Chief of Legislative Services to record this ordinance in the public records for Duval County, Florida.


Section 6.

Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature.

Form Approved:

     /s/ Cherry A. Shaw     
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: Cherry A. Shaw
G:\Land Use\CShaw\Historic Preservation\Pending Legislation\Lynnwood Christian Church Landmark Designation 042409.doc
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DESIGNATION APPLICATION AND REPORT

of the
PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

of the

City of Jacksonville
to the
JACKSONVILLE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
Regarding

PROPOSED DESIGNATION OF

Lynnwood Christian Church

5200 Wesconnett Boulevard
LM-09-01

Prepared in accordance with Chapter 307, City of Jacksonville Ordinance Code
March 25, 2009
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REPORT OF THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
APPLICATION FOR DESIGNATION
AS A CITY OF JACKSONVILLE LANDMARK

LM-09-01
Lynnwood Christian Church
5200 Wesconnett Boulevard

GENERAL LOCATION: The west side of Wesconnett Boulevard between Dorminy
Avenue and Hyram Avenue

Prepared in accordance with the JACKSONVILLE ORDINANCE CODE, SECTION 307.104,
the Jacksonville Planning and Development Department hereby forwards to the Jacksonville
Historic Preservation Commission, its "Findings, Conclusions and Recommendations” on the
Landmark Site Designation, LM-09-01, sponsored by Lynnwood Christian Church.

FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS

(A) Under the sponsorship of Lynnwood Christian Church, the Jacksonville Historic
Preservation Commission instructed the Planning and Development Department to begin
preparing a designation application for Lynnwood Christian Church located at 5200
Wesconnett Boulevard. The designation includes the 1941 sanctuary, a parsonage, and
the original one-story wooden church.

.(B) Consistent with the JACKSONVILLE ORDINANCE CODE, SECTION 307.104(d), the
Planning and Development Department determined that the application for designation of
Lynnwood Christian Church at 5200 Wesconnett Boulevard, as a Landmark was
complete. As required, the Planning and Development Department had signs posted in
front of the property being considered for designation, as well as sent notices by U.S.
Mail to each owner of real property within three hundred and fifty (350) feet of the
proposed site. Notice of the public hearing on the designation of the property at 5200
Wesconnett Boulevard, Lynnwood Christian Church, as a Landmark was published in the
Financial News and Daily Report. Proof of publication will be attached to this report.

(C) If designated, any activity affecting the property at 5200 Wesconnett Boulevard,
Lynnwood Christian Church, will require a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) from
the Jacksonville Historic Preservation Commission. Before issuing the Certificate of
Appropriateness, the Commission will review the proposed activity for consistency with
the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation and Guidelines for
Rehabilitating Historic Buildings. Routine repairs and maintenance, alterations, and new
construction not seen from the public right-of-way and other projects consistent with the
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Secretary's Standards can be pre-approved by the Jacksonville Planning and Development
Department.

(D) At the close of the public hearing, the Jacksonville Historic Preservation Commission
shall determine, whether based upon the evidence, Lynnwood Christian Church, meets
the criteria for designation. In reviewing the application, the Planning and Development
Department has found the application to meet three of the seven criteria. The three
criteria include the following;

(1.)Its value as a significant reminder of the cultural, historical, architectural, or
archaeological heritage of the City, state or nation.

Lynnwood Christian Church at 5200 Wesconnett Boulevard is the second oldest church
organized in the large geographical area known as Wesconnett. Because of varying
interpretations regarding the geographical boundaries of many communities in southwest
Duval County, the area in this report and application includes Wesconnett, but also the large
subdivision to the west platted as Jacksonville Heights, and the more recent neighborhoods of
Cedar Hills Estates, Confederate Park, and Oak Hill. To the northwest is the historic African
American community of Sweetwater, however, some black families had settled south more
into Wesconnett. The commercial center of Wesconnett was historically the cross roads of
Wesconnett Boulevard (Old Orange Park Road) and Timquana Avenue. Although much of
this large area was part of colonial era land grants, these neighborhoods and communities for
the most part remained rural until after World War 1. The earliest plat filed in the area was
Ortega Farms in 1910 associated with the Ortega Company under John N.C. Stockton.

The communities that constituted this large part of Duval County did not significantly
develop until the period immediately before and after World War II. Residential and
commercial development that began to encroach on the rural tranquility of the Wesconnett
area came from the east and north. Population growth in the city began pushing residential
development outside of the southwestern confines of Riverside, Avondale, Ortega, Murray
Hill, St. Johns Park, and Lakeshore. This process was particularly accelerated by the opening
of the Jacksonville Naval Air Station and Cecil Field, as well as Camp Blanding in Clay
County in the early 1940s. As a result the physical appearance of the Wesconnett community
began to change from rural to more suburban. With rapid growth and accompanying physical
changes, landmarks such as Lynnwood Christian Church play an important role in preserving
a sense of place in communities that have loss their rural ambiance and traditional integrity.

Although organized in 1926, the church meets in the Late Gothic Revival Style masonry
sanctuary completed in 1941, making it one of the oldest religious buildings in continuous
use in the Wesconnett area. As the area continued to grow several churches were formed to
serve the religious needs of the community. Formed in 1905, Liberty Baptist Church
worshipped in a one-room facility, reportedly the old Fishing Creek school house, on land
donated by Eva and Billy Turknett. In 1926, the church relocated to a site near Wesconnett
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Boulevard and 105" Street, and changed its name to Wesconnett Baptist Church in 1947.1
The church moved into its current brick sanctuary in 1959.2 Two other early churches were
the Wesconnett Sunday School (Church of Latter Day Saints) formed in 1935, and the Faith
Lutheran Church organized in 1954.3

Lynnwood Christian Church was formed in 1926 and first met in a one-story building on
property owned by Samuel C. Taylor. A noted property owner in the area, Samuel Taylor
resided on a large parcel of land located on the triangle created by the intersection of
Blanding Boulevard and Wesconnett Boulevard where he had extensive orange groves and a
pecan orchard. Bom in Sampson, North Carolina, Samuel Taylor moved to the area in
1897.4 Reportedly, Samuel Taylor, who died in 1963 at the age of 88, was instrumental in
the establishment of a Disciples of Christ Church in the Wesconnett area, and not only
provided the first building and property for the new church, but also used his large Packard
touring car to pick-up local children for church. Samuel Taylor sold and financed mortgages
for numerous churches throughout Jacksonville that included not only Disciples of Christ, but
also Baptist and Methodist Episcopal churches. In response to the wishes of his wife, Fannie
E. Taylor, Samuel Taylor left a large share of his estate to the Samuel C. Taylor Foundation
which is dedicated to providing housing and services for Jacksonville's elderly citizens of
modest income. Today Taylor Residences provide housing and care for approximately 700
senior citizens.5

Starting with seventeen members, the Lynnwood Christian Church first met in the one-story
wood framed building that was later moved and currently houses Second Blessing Thrift
Store. In 1931, Samuel Taylor sold lot 2 of block 1, Lynnwood S/D to the church with
“Satisfaction of Mortgage” filed in January of 1935.6 Later purchasing the property from
Mr. Taylor, the current brick sanctuary at 5200 Wesconnett Boulevard was dedicated in
1942. These transactions were followed in 1943 by a Warranty Deed for lots 1 and 2 of
block 1, and deed for lots 14 and 15 of block 1.7 In 1950, Samuel Taylor filed a pre-
foreclosure notice on Lynnwood Christian Church’s Pt Tract “A” of the Lynnwood S/D
which was dismissed later that year.8 The last tract of property, lot 13, Lynnwood Addition,
was deeded by Samuel Taylor to the Lynnwood Christian Church in 1953.9 Lot 13 is the site
of the parsonage. Currently church property is composed of lots 14, 15, 16 & 17, block 1 of
the Lynnwood S/D, and lot 13 of Lynnwood Addition on which are located the brick

1 The new location of the Wesconnett Baptist Church was on land donated by Riverside investor, John Collier Brown,
who later moved to a 200 acre plot along the Old Orange Park Road.

2 Florida Times Union, Raver City News, Westside Edition, April 16, 2005, p. 1.

3 Polly Mohl, Lynnwood Christian Church. (unpublished document), files of the Jacksonville Planning and
Development Department.

Works Projects Administration, Guide to Supplementary Vital Statistics from Church Records in Florida: Vol. 1,
Alachua — Gadsden Counties, Florida Historical Records Survey, 1942, pp.218, 233 & 248.

Florida Times Union, River City News, Westside Edition, October 30, 2004, p.1

4 Florida Times Union, August 26, 1963, p.37; Bargain Finder, Vol. 1, Issue 2, February 23, 1988

5 www.ravlor-residences.org/tfoundation.hrml.

6 Duval County Courthouse, Deed Book 600-468, October 6, 1931. S/M Book, 190-432, January 18, 1935.

7 Duval County Courthouse, Deed Book, 971-489, January 22, 1943 and Deed Book 1005-30, October 26, 1943.
8 Ibid, L/P (Lis Pendens), 38-345 (February 10, 1950) and COB 432-559 (March 21, 1950.

9 Ibid, Deed Book, 1651, p. 358, December 30, 1953.
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sanctuary, the original wood framed church, and a parsonage that fronts Dorminy Avenue.

In 1941, the cornerstone for the new Gothic Revival Style brick sanctuary was laid with the
building being completed and dedicated in 1942. The original wooden church had been
previously relocated to lot 16, block 1 by Samuel Taylor. The architect or designer, as well
as the contractor, for the new church have not been confirmed. However, the sanctuary was
reportedly constructed by skilled members of the church using donated materials. The
project did involve services by Lamar E. Williams & Son (“Donnie”), a local construction
firm, as well as local carpenter, Ed Edgecone.10 In the mid to late 1950s, the church was
expanded with a two-story wing that served as an educational building and social hall.
Again, the funding and construction of this addition actively involved the entire membership
that sponsored numerous fundraising events. Under church member and local contractor, J.J.
Locke along with his sons J.D. Locke and Marcus Locke, as well as son-in-law, Charles
Pyatt, the addition was completed using donated materials, and free or reduced prices for
more specialized work such as electricians, plumbers, and masons.11 In the early 1960s, the
sanctuary was renovated including refinishing pews and pulpit, new carpet, and the
establishment of a fund to pay for new stained glass windows. A large painting of the Holy
Land was completed by local artist and church member, Aliene Pyatt, and placed over
baptistery.

Between 1926 and 2005, Lynnwood Christian Church has been served by eighteen different
ministers. These ministers with the support from the membership organized many different
programs that served both the church and the Wesconnett community at large. For example,
in 1929, the original church served as a relief center after a disastrous tornado hits the
community. Also, early 9" grade classes from the Wesconnett School had their graduation
ceremony at the church. Lynnwood Christian Church sponsored a popular Saturday night
youth center that attracted youth from the community as well as young sailors from the Naval
Air Station. First used as a Sunday School building, the old single-story sanctuary in more
recent years has housed a thrift shop that continues to serve as an out reach ministry to the
Wesconnett community.12

6. It has distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style valuable for the study of a
period, method of construction, or use of indigenous materials.

The design of Lynnwood Christian Church represents a fine example of a local adaptation of the
Late Gothic Revival Style, popular from the early 1800s well into the twentieth century.
Although used in the design of residences, the style is usually associated with the high style
design of major religious or educational institutions. In its high form, the Late Gothic Revival

10 Oral Interview — January 9, 2009, Polly Mohr, Ray Mohr, Charles Pyatt, and Jean Wiggins; Polly Mohl., Lynnwood
Christian Church.

11 Numerous residences in Jacksonville were constructed by J.J. Locke including the 1930 Tudor Revival Style house
{Mclver Residence) at 1108 Palmer Terrace in St. Nicholas. (Wood, p. 232)

12 Oral Interview — January 9, 2009, Polly Mohr, Ray Mohr, Charles Pyatt, and Jean Wiggins; Written history of
church prepared by Polly Mohl, Bargain Finder, Volume 1, Issue 15, May 24, 1988.
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Style is evident by steeply pitched gable roofs usually with intersecting cross-gables, varied
window treatment including lancet and Tudor arches, cantilevered oriels with abundant art glass,
omate window tracery, battlements and towers. Many times the exterior of Gothic Revival
buildings are richly detailed with stone or cast stone trim and clay tile roof. The general affect of
the Late Gothic Revival Design as displayed in both high and vernacular adaptations is to
achieve a strong presence, to create a sense of permanency, power, and importance, all attributes
fitting to religious and educational institutions. Elements of the Late Gothic Revival Style
reflected in the design of the Lynnwood Christian Church include cast stone quoins that frame
the arched entryway, the use of arched windows with cast stone key stones, a decorative round
cast stone vent in the front gable end, as well as facades divided vertically by imitation
buttresses. 13

7. Its suitability for preservation.

In utilizing this criterion, it has been the practice of the Planning and Development
Department to evaluate proposed landmarks based on evidence of significant exterior
alterations that have negatively impacted character-defining features, as well as represent
alterations difficult, costly, or impossible to reverse. Further, the degree and nature of any
exterior deterioration, as well as the evidence of long term and potentially on-going neglect
are also a factor in evaluating potential landmarks for their suitability for preservation or
restoration. The sanctuary has been continually used and maintained since its construction in
1941. The old church and the parsonage, both single-story wood framed buildings
constructed in the mid-1920’s, also appear well maintained, and have most of their original
architectural fabric.

As stated above, the three buildings located on the property of Lynnwood Christian Church,
still possess most of their original architectural integrity. In the mid to late 1950s, the
sanctuary was expanded with a two-story wing that served as an educational building and
social hall. This addition is attached to the rear of the sanctuary and projects to the south,
thus creating an L shape. The addition shares many design elements of the sanctuary as
evident by being a two-story masonry structure covered with a gabled roof. In more recent
years, structural weakness was evident on the 1941 sanctuary requiring the installation of
cables and tie-rods. In the early 1960s, the sanctuary was renovated including refinishing
pews and pulpit, new carpet, and the establishment of a fund to pay for new stained glass
windows

RECOMMENDATION

13 John J.G. Blumenson, Idenrifying American Architecture. A Pictorial History 10 Styles and Terms, 1600-1945.
(Nashville, American Assoctation for State and Local History, 1977), pp. 30-33;

Wayne W. Wood, Jacksonville's Architectural Heritage, Landmarks for the Future. (Jacksonville, University Presses
of Flonda, 1989) p. 14.

Page 6

Exhibit 1
Page 8 of 70
OL 30 6 ®Bed
1 3rqryxa

Based on the findings of this report, the Planning and Development Department recommends that
the Jacksonville Historic Preservation Commission APPROVE the designation of Lynnwood

Christian Church at 5200 Wesconnett Boulevard, (LM-09-01) as a City of Jacksonville
Landmark.
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DESIGNATION APPLICATION FOR

LYNNWOOD CHRISTIAN CHURCH
LOCATED AT 5200 WESCONNETT BOULEVARD

AS A LANDMARK
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Ci?" of Jacksonville Landmark, Landmark Site,
or Historic District Nomination Form

Grayed Areas for Use by Staft

1. Name of Property

historic name Lynnwood Christian Church Designation LM-09-01
other names _FMSF Number
2. Location

2 esconnett Boul rd
citv or town JACKSONVILLE

state FLORIDA code __FL___countv DUVAL code_ 7 32238

Rea! estate assessment 097445 0000
(Attach continuation sheet if necessary)

3. Sponsorship Statement

As the owner, or official representative of the owner, | am aware of the proposal for designation of the
subject property or properties listed above as a city of Jacksonville landmark, landmark site, or historic
district. 1 have been advised of the procedures for review of the proposal by the Jacksonville Historic
Preservation Commission and the Jacksonville City Council. | understand that | will be notified of the
date and place of any public mesetings at which the proposal will be considered by the Jacksonville
Historic Preservation Cormmission, and the City Council. | also agree to sponsor the application and pay
for all notification costs. | am also aware that if designated, any construction activities affecting the
subject properties Including alterations, new construction, demolition and relocation, will require a review
for consistency with the appropriate standards.

Signature of property owner or Date
representative
Representatives need to provide a signed and notarized letter from the property owner(s) idenhfying them as therr official agent

See attached letter from Samuel H. Bennett, Pastor, Lynnwood Christian Church, dated October 6, 2008.

Bignature of sponsor | Title | Date |

4. Legal Description of Property (according to county property appraiser’s office)

18-4 07-35-26E .924 Lynnwood Subdivision PT SE ¥z of SW %, Lots 14, 15, 16, 17, Block 1
Lot 13, Lynnwood Addition

Attach continuation sheet if necessary
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5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box) (Do not include any previously Iisted resources In the count)
l private X bulldings Contributing Noncontributing
[J public-local (J district
O public-State [ site 3 1 buildings
[J public-Federal O structure ,
l D object Sites
structures
I . Obiects
} 3 1 total
' Name of related multiple property listings Number of contributing resources previously
l (Enter “N/A™ if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) designated

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions Religious Current Functions Religious

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials
I Late Gothic Revival Foundatio Enclosed Pier & Slab
walls Masonry & Wood Siding
l ronf Gable, Composition Shingles
othe Cast Stone

Narrative Description
Descnbe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuations
sheets )

SEE ATTACHED CONTINUATION SHEETS
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City of Jacksonville

Landmark, Landmark Site, or Historic District
Nomination Form Continuation Sheet

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION - Lynnwood Christian Church, 5200 Wesconnett
Boulevard

PRESENT AND ORIGINAL APPEARANCE
Summary:

Located at the southwest corner of Wesconnett Boulevard and Dorminy Street, the
grounds of the Lynnwood Christian Church include the masonry sanctuary with a two
story addition, the original one-story wooden church, and an adjacent one-story
parsonage. Facing east along Wesconnett Boulevard, the Gothic Revival Style
sanctuary, which was dedicated in 1942, is constructed of brick highlighted with cast
stone trim and covered with a front-facing gable roof behind a raised parapet. The
roof of the original sanctuary has enclosed eaves with a narrow rake. In the 1950s, a
two-story masonry addition was constructed immediately behind the sanctuary.
Extending south from the rear, the rectangular addition, used as a Sunday School
building and social hall, runs perpendicular to the sanctuary creating an L-shape.'

Relocated from the current site of the sanctuary, the old church, which now houses a
thrift store, is a one story gabled end wood framed building facing Wesconnett
Boulevard. Although originally constructed as a sanctuary, the one-story building
was later modified for residential use producing its Craftsman Style influence. The
parsonage which faces north along Dorminy Street is also a one-story Craftsman
influenced residential structure. Both buildings set on a raised pier foundation.

Setting:

Fronting Wesconnett Boulevard at its southwest corner with Dorminy Street, the
sanctuary and addition create an L shape that frames an open space used for parking
and recreation. Immediately to the south of this space is the old sanctuary which also
fronts Wesconnett Boulevard. Church property continues south where it fronts the
northwest commer of Wesconnett Boulevard and Hyram Avenue. Located
immediately behind the sanctuary and addition, the parsonage faces north along
Dorminy Avenue that connects Wesconnett Boulevard and Blanding Boulevard.
Although close to commercial uses along Blanding Boulevard, Wesconnett
Boulevard, and Timquana Road, the church is surrounded predominately by single
and multi-family residences with a commercial use on the north side of Dorminy
Avenue.
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! The Property Appraiser Record Card hist the addition as being constructed in 1960.
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City of Jacksonville

Landmark, Landmark Site, or Historic District
Nomination Form Continuation Sheet

Description — Lynnwood Christian Church Sanctuary
East Elevation

Resting on an enclosed raised foundation, the 1941 sanctuary is covered by a
shingled gable roof located behind a raised parapet. Reflecting the Late Gothic
Revival Style, the sanctuary is highlighted by masonry walls accentuated with
cast stone detailing. The primary elevation of the sanctuary, which faces to the
east along Wesconnett Boulevard, is defined by a central projecting entryway
framed on each side by an arched window. The front fagade is divided into three
vertical sections by two buttresses that continue above the parapet wall. Each of
the buttresses is divided into three vertical sections that progressively step in as
they move up the wall plane. Each of the sections is topped with a cast stone cap
with the shaft of the two inner buttresses projecting above the gabled parapet wall.
The parapet is topped with cast stone coping which supports a cast stone cross at
the apex of the gable. Centered in the middle gable end is a cast stone circle filled
with a lattice design and framed on the outside with a row of brick headers.
Lining up vertically with the cross, this decorative feature also provides
ventilation. The arches of the two side windows are framed by two rows of brick
headers that visually support a keystone. Filled with stained glass, each window
is divided horizontally by a rail located just below the arches. Framed with wood
and white aluminum, the arched windows are non-operational. Both the keystone
and the sills are constructed of cast stone.

Centered on the east elevation, the projecting entryway has a gable roof hidden by
a raised parapet wall. This smaller parapet wall is also topped with cast stone
coping. The sanctuary is accessed by a set of concrete steps leading to a pair of
three quarter light wooden doors which are protected by a canvas awning. Cast
stone quoins frame the doorway and arched transom. Smaller single arched
windows are located on the north and south sides of the projecting entryway.
These windows have the same treatment as described above for the larger
windows centered in the north and south bays that frames the entryway. In the
lower northeast corner of the front fagade is a marble comerstone with the name
of the church and date of construction.

North Elevation

Running parallel with Dorminy Avenue, the north elevation of the original building is
vertically divided into five bays by buttresses. Centered in each bay is an arched
window matching the design and size of the large ones on the east elevation. Topped
with cast stone caps, each of the six buttresses extends just below the arch of each
window where a shallow pilaster continues up to the eave line. Centered below the
window in each bay is a rectangular foundation vent. The gable roof of the original
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City of Jacksonville

Landmark, Landmark Site, or Historic District
Nomination Form Continuation Sheet

building was continued over the addition, as well as attached to north wall of the
addition by a buttress, thus creating a more seamless appearance. The north elevation
of the addition is balanced with centrally placed entryways on the first and second
stories which are framed on each side with a pair of rectangular single windows.
Setting on header brick sills, these windows have aluminum sashes and framing with
one over one lights. The entryway on the first story is covered by a shallow gable
roof supported by two wrought-iron style poles. The eaves, ceiling and gable end of
this projecting open porch is covered or constructed of alominum. This first story
entryway is composed of two single aluminum glass doors divided by masonry
buttress similar to those found on the original building. The door to the west, which
is non-operational, has been filled with fixed glass. A set of metal steps provides
access to a second story aluminum flush door. The west comer of this part of the
addition is defined by a buttress with cast stone cap that visually connects with the
one on the north end of the west or rear elevation.

West or Rear Elevation

The majority of the west or rear elevation of the large addition is divided vertically
with buttresses in to five equal sized bays. The first and second story of each bay has
a pair of single windows that line up vertical. Some of the openings are filled with
aluminum crank-out windows with three horizontal lights. However, the majority are
aluminum windows with one over one sashes. Framed only by the buttress at the
northern comer of the west elevation, the north end of this elevation originally had a
single window on each floor located immediately to the north of the exposed
chimney. In later years the bottom of the chimney and one of the lower windows
associated with the northern most bay were hidden by a small one-story gable
addition that function as a mechanical room. Covered by a shallow gable roof, this
small addition is accessed from the west by a louvered metal door. The roof of the
two-story addition is hipped as viewed from the west.

South Elevation — Addition

The south wall of the addition, which is covered by a large gable end composed of lap
siding and louvered attic vent, has a single flush metal door centered on the second
story and accessed by metal stairs. A one-story masonry addition projects out of the
east half of the south elevation. Covered by a gable roof, this small projection has
two small openings on the west elevation with one accommodating an air conditioner,
and the other an aluminum one over one sash style window. The gable end of the
small addition which faces south has no fenestration, however the east wall which is
flush with the wall of the two-story addition, has a single one over one window and
an opening that accommodates an air conditioner.
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City of Jacksonville

Landmark, Landmark Site, or Historic District
Nomination Form Continuation Sheet

East Elevation — Addition and South Elevation of Sanctuary
§ The east elevation of the addition, which fronts a large open space, is divided
vertically by buttresses into three full and one half bays. The central full bay has a
porch covered with a gable roof that protects an entryway in to the addition. Above
the porch on the second floor is a pair of aluminum horizontally oriented single
windows with one over one sashes. The two full bays that flank the central entryway
have two windows on both the first and second stories that reflect the same design of
those on the second story above the porch. Located at the north end of the east
elevation, the half bay intersects with the south wall of the original sanctuary. This
bay has a single window on both the first and second story. Reflecting the basic
design of the north elevation, the south wall of the sanctuary is vertically divided into
five bays by buttresses and pilasters. Large arched stained glass windows are
centered in the first three bays. Consistent with the north elevation, these windows
have an arch defined by two rows of headers that support a cast stone keystone, as
well as cast stone sills. The fourth bay has a stoop accessed by concrete steps on both
sides. The ledges of the steps are topped with cast stone coping. The wood framed
stoop has chamfered wood columns that support a gable roof with open rafter tails.
The covered stoops protects a side entryway which is filled by a single wooden flush
door with three vertical lights, and has an arched transom window. The fifth bay,
which intersects the addition, also has a single arched stained glass window.

Formed in 1926, the congregation of Lynnwood Christian Church first worshipped in
a small wooden structure that was later relocated to its current site on the church
campus. Presently housing the Second Blessings Thrift Shop, a church mission, the
old sanctuary faces east along Wesconnett Boulevard and is to the south of the 1941
sanctuary. Having more a residential appearance with its off-set front porch and
Craftsman Style influence, the building sets on raised concrete block piers, and is
sheathed with wooden drop siding. The fronting facing gable roof is covered by
diamond shaped asbestos shingles. This roof continues over the half width front
porch which is positioned on the north end of the east elevation.

Accessed by a set of wooden steps with masonry ledges capped with cast stone, the
porch is supported by tapered wood columns setting on brick piers. The gable end of
the front porch is visually supported by knee-brackets positioned above the columns.
A square louvered attic vent is centered at the apex of the gable end. The eaves of
both the porch and the main roof have exposed rafter tails with a bead board soffit
except on the east (front) and west (rear) elevations. The porch, which has wood
decking on the floor and a bead board ceiling, covers the main entryway which is
composed of a single door with side lights. The side lights have a lower wood panel
above which are five vertically oriented panes of glass. The wooden panel style door
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has a square upper light. To the south of the porch is a pair of wooden double-hung
windows with one over one lights. Another knee bracket has been placed under the
eaves at the south end of the front or east elevation.

The north side elevation has five evenly placed wooden double-hung sash windows
with one over one lights. An exposed chimney separates the first and second window
from the east corner of the north elevation. The fenestration pattern of the rear or
west elevation includes a single door on the north end and a single wooden double-
hung window towards the south end. Accessed by a set of low steps, the doorway is
covered by a small shed roof porch supported by 4 x 4 poles. A later addition, this
shed roof is covered with galvanized v-crimp panels. Projecting out from the south
side of the rear elevation is a small area fenced off with old metal freezer panel. This
open space is used for outside storage. The gable end of the rear elevation has knee
brackets on each end, as well as a small louvered attic vent. The fenestration pattern
of the south side elevation includes three single and one windows pair. Two full
height single windows are positioned close to the comners of the south elevation and
frame the full height window pair and smaller single window. Also evident from this
elevation is a single interior chimney.

Physical Description - Parsonage

Located immediately behind the sanctuary, the one story wood framed parsonage
faces north along Dorminy Street. The residence is sheathed with wooden lap siding
and covered with a composition shingle roof with open rafter tails. Also reflecting
elements of the Craftsman Style, this residence has a full-width front porch with a
separate smaller gable roof supported on each end by full height square brick
columns. The columns are connected at the top of the front and sides by a wide frieze
board, sheathed in vertical bead board, which is rounded at the point of connecting
with the masonry caps of the columns, as well as from the columns to the wall plane.
At point of intersecting with the wall plane, the frieze band rests on a decorative
bracket located on each of the porch. The building, including the porch, has an
enclosed pier foundation with equally spaced brick filigree vents. The porch, which
has a concrete floor and a bead board ceiling, is accessed by centrally placed steps
with side ledges. The steps line-up with a centrally placed single opening filled with
a solid wooden panel style door protected on the exterior by a full-light glass door.
The door is framed on each side by a single window with aluminum two over two
horizontal lights. Knee brackets are also evident on each end of the porch, as well as
a small louvered attic vent in the apex of the gable end.

The east side elevation, which is parallel to the rear of the sanctuary and addition, has
a fenestration pattern that includes a pair of aluminum windows with two over two
horizontal sashes at the north end of the east elevation. To the south of this window
pair is a square hipped projecting bay with the same kind of aluminum window
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centered in the east elevation. To the south of the bay is another window pair and a
single window mimicking in design and materials to the pair on the north end of the
east elevation. The west side elevation has a single window at the north comer with a
side chimney immediately to the south. South of the chimney along the west
elevation are a single window, a grouping of three windows, and a shorter pair of
windows towards the south corner of the west elevation. All of these windows
replicated the design of those found on the north and east elevations.

The rear of parsonage is defined by the gable end with louvered attic vent in the apex.
Attached to the bottom of the vent is a wooden box probably used to house
mechanical equipment. Below the gable is a back porch covered by a shingled shed
roof. The western third of the back porch, which is accessed by a set of concrete
steps, is open and protects a rear door. The remaining part of the rear porch to the
east is enclosed with vertical siding, with a single aluminum window with six over six
lights. The east and west sides of the enclosed part of the rear porch is covered by the
same wooden vertical siding with smaller single two over two window centered in the
wall. The fascia of the sides of the enclosure is constructed of plywood panels. Since
original bead board siding is evident on the inside of the primary residence, the rear
shed porch may be a later addition, also evident by the use of concrete block piers
versus the enclosed brick foundation more traditional to buildings of the period.
Positioned between the east elevation and the sanctuary is a detached two bay garage
covered by a gable roof with exposed rafter tails and sheathed with vertical wood
siding. The fenestration of the garage includes the use of two awning style crank out
aluminum windows, and both wooden and metal flush doors.
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1 Lynnwood Christian Church 5200 Wesconnett Boulevard
Name of Proparty Address
8. Statement of Significance

Applicable Landmark Designation Criteria
(Mark "“x" In one or more boxes for the criteria quallfying the property for

Landmoark Designation.) O Agriculture O industry
@ e .
A Its value as a significant reminder of the cuttural, Architecture O M.c‘trmme History
historical, architectural, or archaeological hesitage of [] Archaeology O Miitary
the City, state or nation. Community Planning [ Politics/Government
[ Bitslocation is the site of a significant local, state or [} Commerce L] Recreation
i , . . .
” ncﬁoggl e\(/)gnli. © significant foca ° O Education [0 Social History
[ Early Settlement O Transportation
[0 ctisidentified with a person or persons who [0 Health/Medicine Other:
l significantly contributed to the development of the Religious
City. state or nation. 9
[0 D ltisidentified as the work of a master builder, Perlod of Significance
I designer, or architect whose individual work has
influenced the development of the City, state or
' E Its value as a building is recognized for the quality of its
architecture, and it retains sufficient elements
showing its architectural significance.
Significant Dates
X Fithas distingulshing characteristics of an architectural 1926 & 1941

style valuable for the study of a period. method of
construction, or use of indigenous materials

! G Its suitability for preservation or restoration
Significant Person

Criteria Considerations
l Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:
A owned by a religious Institution or used for Cultural Affiliation
religious purposes.

O B removed from its original location.

[ € abirthplace or grave.
[J p a cemetery. Architect/Bullder

. [J E areconstructed building, object, or structure.

[J f a commemorative property.

I [ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years

l Areas of Significance

Narrative Statement of Significance
l (Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets )
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8.1: NARRATIVE STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE - Lynnwood Christian
Church, 5200
Wesconnett
Boulevard

Historical Context — Wesconnett (Jacksonville Heights, Cedar Hills, Confederate
Point, and Oak Hill).

Summary

Because of varying interpretations regarding the geographical boundaries of many
communities in southwest Duval County, this historical context description will
include Wesconnett, but also the large area to the west platted as Jacksonville
Heights, and the more recent neighborhoods of Cedar Hills Estates, Confederate Park,
and Oak Hill. To the northwest is the historic African American community of
Sweetwater, however, some black families had settled south more into Wesconnett.
Although much of this large area was part of colonial era land grants, these
communities for the most part remained rural and sparsely populated until after
World War II. The earliest plat filed in the area was Ortega Farms associated with
the Ortega Company under John N.C. Stockton. Platted in 1910, Ortega Farms was
followed by separate plats in the area filed between 1910 and 1943. The communities
that constituted this large part of Duval County did not significantly develop until the
period immediately before and after World War II. Residential and commercial
growth in Wesconnett and surrounding Westside neighborhoods was greatly
stimulated by the opening of the Jacksonville Naval Air Station in 1940, as well as
Cecil Field and Camp Blanding in 1941.

Colonial Periods through the Nineteenth Century

Early settlement of what became Duval County was greatly influenced by the issuing
of large land grants to encourage both settlement and economic development, a
practice employed by both the Spanish and British during the Colonial Periods.”
During the First Spanish Period (1565 - 1763), much of the present day communities
of Ortega, Lakeshore, and Wesconnett were part of a large land grant made to Captain
Antonio Felipe de Bustus. Known as Hacienda de Ostule, this huge tract stretched
from the Black Creek in present day Clay County north to the present site of
Downtown Jacksonville. During the twenty-year British Period, some of this huge

2T. Frederick Davis, History of Jacksonville, Florida and Vicinity. (St. Augustine, Flonda: The Florida
Historical Society, 1925), pp. 26-28.

James Robertson Ward, Old Hickory's Town, An Illustrated History of Jacksonville. (Jacksonville, Flonda:
0ld Hickory’s Town. Incorporated, 1985), pp. 63-64.
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tract was included in a 2,000-acre land grant made to Abraham Jones from Georgia.
After establishing a plantation in the Ortega area, Abraham Jones accompanied noted
naturalist, William Bartram, on his tour of the Ortega River, at that time called
Maxton Creek. Located on at the junction of the St. Johns River and Maxton’s Creek,
Jones' plantation was abandoned by 17753

Before the end of the British Period, Jones' plantation came to be occupied by
Colonel Daniel McGirtt, one of the most colorful figures in the early history of East
Florida. After siding with the patriots during the American Revolution, McGirtts
changed allegiance to the British, and began cattle and slave raids into the Georgia
colony. However, McGirtts and his men soon expanded their raids to include both
American and British plantations and settlements. After escaping captivity by the
British governor of East Florida, McGirtts and his men, latter called banditti by the
Spanish, continued their raids during the Second Spanish Period (1783-1821). After
being captured twice and sent to prison in Cuba, McGirtts was apprehended and
imprisoned for the last time in 1797. Over time Maxton's Creek became known as
McGirtt's Creek.

A significant early development in the greater Wesconnett area dates to the Second
Spanish Period (1784-1821) when Spanish Governor Juan Quesada granted
approximately 4,000 acres to Don Juan McQueen of Darien, Georgia. In 1804
McQueen sold the plantation, called San Juan Nepomuceno, and the surrounding
acreage to John Houston MclIntosh.* McIntosh renamed the plantation Ortega in
honor of Judge Josef de Ortega, a Spanish magistrate. United States authorities,
under terms of the Adams-Onis Treaty of 1819, confirmed legal title to McIntosh
after the transfer of Florida from Spain in 1821. The grant stretched roughly from the
St. Johns River west to past Jammes Road and Blanding Boulevard, south from San
Juan Avenue to just south of 118"™ Street. With McIntosh’s death in 1836, the
property, which had expanded to 4,300 acres, was deeded to his daughter, Catherine
Ann Sadler, who had received a clear title by 1856. Her husband, Henry P. Sadler,
operated the “Burlington Sawmill” on Ortega Point. With the death of Henry R.
Sadler, the property was sold for debt payments to Asa and Austin Moore. With the
death of Austin D. Moore in 1857, the property was sold to John P. Sanderson.’

Sanderson began to sell off parts of the property starting with 300 acres on the north
side of McGirts Creek, east of Cedar River, sold to Joseph B. Davis, James M.

3 Pleasant Daniel Gold, History of Duval County. (St. Augustine, Florida: The Record Company, 1928)
p. 53 & 66.

?Work Projects Administration, Historical Records Survey, Spanish Land Grants in Florida, Volume 4.

Confirmed Claims, (Tallahassee, Flonda: State Library Board, May, 1941). Pp 104-109.

Gold, p. 66.

3 Summanzed from Realty Title & Trust Company, Abstract of Tutle 1o Ortega Property of the Ortega

Company, Jacksonville, Florida. c. 1909.
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Morrow, and Albert H. Davis. Immediately northeast of this parcel, which later
became the site of the Lakeshore Subdivision, was 51 acres that was not included in
the sale. By 1907, the 51 acres were under the ownership of the Riverside Realty
Company under Frank Wood and W. Stinson. Descendants of Sanderson deeded
21.88 acres around Butcher Pen Creek to J.S. Smith, Jr, who in turn deeded it to
sawmill owner Thomas V. Cashen in 1896. In 1902 Sanderson's heirs sold the
remaining part of MclIntosh’s grant, expanded to 5,000 acres, to the Jacksonville
Ortega Town Company, a corporation registered in New Jersey, headed by United
States Senator Wilkinson Call. The Ortega development was financed in part by a
$50,000 loan from New York financier, J. Pierpont Morgan. Part of the property was
laid out in 6,000 lots with streets that would eventually connect to Downtown by a
trolley.

Senator Call's failing health curtailed the development of Ortega until 1906, when he
sold the tract to J.N.C. Stockton's Ortega Company. Trustees of the Ortega Company
included C.C. Bettes, Edwin Brobston, A.W. Cockrell, Henry John Klutho, D. M.
Baker, A.M. Ives, and J.E. Johnson. A hundred acres of the 4,300 acre tract was
deeded to the Florida Country Club for their new facility. Starting with Call’s Ortega
Town Company and continuing with the Ortega Company, approximately 2,000 acres
were leased to turpentine companies including C.H. Barnes & Company, Edward
Smith & Company, and W.D. Cromartie & Company.

During the Civil War, the City of Jacksonville was occupied four times by Union forces
with their navy controlling the St. Johns River and its tributaries during most of the
conflict. Much of the military action in Duval County was skirmishes that occurred in
the western part of the county that connected Jacksonville to the interior of the state by
rail and wagon roads. By the fourth occupation, the Confederates were concentrated at
Camp Milton and Camp Finegan with the Union behind earthen defensive walls and
redoubts constructed between Hogans Creek and McCoys Creek in the downtown area.®
One military engagement, “the Skirmish at Cedar Creek”, which involved a force of 500
confederate soldiers, occurred on May 25, 1864 along present day Lenox Avenue
between Cedar Creek and Memorial Park Road.”

After the Civil War, Jacksonville soon regained its prominence as a major rail center with
the expansion of existing lines and the opening of new ones. Chartered in 1875, the
Jacksonville, Tampa & Key West Railroad started construction of a line in 1883
connecting Jacksonville to Palatka. The principal promoter of the railroad was
millionaire coal operator, Robert H. Coleman, of Comwall, Pennsylvania. In April of

® Camp Finegan was reportedly located off Normandy Boulevard near Joseph Sullwell Middle School.
Camp Milton was a linear fortification that paralleled McGirts Creek from north of Old Plank Road south
to the railroad.

" William M. Jones, A Report on the Site of Camp Finegan, A Confederate Stronghold, Duval County,
Florida. Unpublished, 1959, p.5.
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1883, A.M. Reed signed a deed providing a right-of-way for the railroad through the
western edge of his property at Mulberry Point®. By the time the first train went by on
March 6, 1884, Reed had constructed an open shed along the track called Reed's Landing
or Reed's Station that connected his Mulberry Grove plantation by rail with Jacksonville.
The station and surrounding community later went by the name of Yukon. Undergoing a
receivership, the railroad was purchased in April of 1899 by the Plant Investment
Company and was incorporated as part of the Savannah, Florida & Western Railway
System. After the death of Henry Plant, the line was merged with the Atlantic Coast Line
Railroad, later becoming part of the CXS System.

Twentieth Century

Cedar Creek to the north of Wesconnett was by the early nineteenth century a major
waterway connecting interior farms and plantations in southwest Duval County with
other communities along the St Johns River. Both Cedar Creek and McGirts Creek
were also used to float logs to a sawmill that opened in 1912 on the current site of the
Sadler Point Marina. Under the ownership of Morgan V. Gress, originally from
Atlanta, Georgia, this facility included houses for African American workers and
their families in nearby cottages constructed on the current site of the Roosevelt
Shopping Center.” A later account of the sawmill community described twelve to
fifteen families living in single and double shotgun houses. Typical of the period, the
sawmill community was served by a compan?' store.'” Reportedly, the mill was
destroyed by fire and had closed down by 1955."!

Jacksonville Heights

To the west of Wesconnett was the mammoth Jacksonville Heights Subdivision that
included the Jacksonville Town Sites, both platted in 1909 and officially filed in 1913
by the Jacksonville Heights Improvement Company.'”> The principals in this
company included Joseph H. Phillips, Louis R. Fendig, George R. Lynn, and William
Nussbaum. This twelve square mile development stretched north to West Beaver
Street, south to the Clay County line, the current route of Blanding Boulevard on the

8 Mulberry Point is now part of the grounds of the Jacksonville Naval Air Station.

’ Gold, p. 506.

"%Rosalie Cates, “Westside — Logging Trails”, Bargain Finder, Volume 1, Issue 11, April 26, 1988, p. 2.
"Florida Times Union, “Ortega Has Rich History”, November 21, 1999. In this article, long time resident
Grace Rogers referred to the mull as being operated by the Gress Lumber Company.

A 1908 plat of the area 1dentified the mill site, which had frontage on the Ortega River, as being owner by
the Hillman Sutherland Company.

12 History of Jacksonville Heights summarized from Bland & Associates, An Intensive Cultural Resource
Assessment Survey of the Tree Sap Parcel, Duval County, Florida Jacksonville, Flonda, March, 2006;.
Florida Times Union, Apnil 4, 1901, July 9, 1910, p. 5 May 31, 1911. p.15, June 2, 1911, and December 1,
1980, D-1; & Duval County Plat Book 5, p. 93 (1913); Book 3, pp. 50 & 51 (1909).
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east to the Town of Baldwin on the west."” 'Using a town-farm sales strategy,
Jacksonville Heights was platted with small lots fronting streets, and larger lots more
to the interior to be used for truck farms or dairies. Jacksonville Heights tract was
crossed by the Gainesville road, later called the Jacksonville & Tampa Automobile
Road.  Although emphasizing its rural qualities and agricultural potential,
Jacksonville Heights was also promoted for its close and easy access to the city with
the opening of the Orange Park Road (Park Street & St. Johns Avenue).

The Jacksonville Heights subdivision was marketed by the Ben Levin-Nicholas
Advertising Company of Chicago that placed ads in Atlanta, Chicago, and
Jacksonville newspapers. The company hired George W. Hess, an agricultural agent
and soil expert with the U.S. Department of Agriculture to develop experimental
farms. Prospective buyers were provided transportation from Jacksonville to see first
hand the opportunities offered by the new development. The company was offering
tracts at $20 per acre with one dollar down for each acre and one dollar a month with
no interest, no taxes, and no closing cost. By 1912, the company was planning an
additional thirty to forty miles of roads, as well as to establish 50 to 100 farms with
model houses. The Heights area was served by a two-room wooden school located on
the site of Lynn Park off KinKaid Road, as well as a one-story social hall and
pavilion. With its large rural tracts, Jacksonville Heights was mainly marketed to
northern and Midwestern farmers, but achieved little success and remained largely
undeveloped until the second half of the twentieth century. The Jacksonville Heights
Improvement Company continued to operate into the 1930s."*

Wesconnett

On the eastern edge of the Jacksonville Heights Subdivision was the Fishing Pen
Creek Settlement, later renamed Wesconnett, created from the surname of three
pioneer families in the area, West, Turknett, and Silcox. Part of the name has also
been attributed to the Cone family. Reportedly, the name is credited to Fred Race,
community activist who won a naming contest in c.1914."> Streets, particularly in
Jacksonville Heights, were named after some of these early families as exemplified
by Jammes, Firestone, Kinkaid, Ricker, Shindler, and Wheat. Although most homes
and farms were widely scattered, the center of the Wesconnett community was
around the current intersections of Wesconnett Boulevard, Old Timquana Road, and
103 Street.

'* A noted owner of property in Jacksonville Heights was Bob and Dolores Hope who deeded the property

to Duval County in 1956 (Official Records, Vol. 25, p. 340). The property was reportedly tnhented by Bob

Hope from his father.
13 Cates, “Westside — Steamboat Landing”. Vol. 1, Issue 5, 3/15/1988, p. 1; Florida Times Union,
September 13, 1959, p. 12.
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The earliest plat for the greater Wesconnett area was filed in1910 by J.N.C.
Stockton's Ortega Company. Trustees of the Ortega Company included C.C. Bettes,
Edwin Brobston, A.W. Cockrell, Henry John Klutho, D. M. Baker, A.M. Ives, and
J.E. Johnson.'® The company had previously purchased most of the Mclntosh grant
in 1906 from the Jacksonville Ortega Town Company. The brother of Jacksonville
developer, Telfair Stockton, John Noble Cumming Stockton was born at Quincy
Florida in 1857 and moved with his family to Jacksonville in 1870. In addition to a
significant record of service to the community, Stockton became involved in
numerous businesses including banking, phosphate, lumber, and real estate.”” The
large L-shape Ortega Farms plat roughly stretched from the Ortega River on the east,
Cedar River and San Juan Avenue to the north, Jammes Road and Blanding
Boulevard on the west, and 118% Street on the south. All or parts of Cedar Hills,
Confederate Point, Ortega Farms, and Wesconnett are located within the boundaries
of this early plat. The plat was crossed by the *“Clay Road to Jacksonville” which
also crossed a brickyard located just north of the end of Butcher Creek.'®

Over the years the isolated rural community of Wesconnett was served by numerous
stores, as well as the post office and school.'”” Early businesses included Pamell’s
Store, Hill’s Wesconnett Drug Store, Bob Coffin’s Barbershop, Park’s Store and
Filling Station, Richard’s Store, Plummer’s Market Basket, Taylor’s Hardware and
Mercantile (5213 Wesconnett Boulevard), with P.M. & Jamie’s Patrick store being
further east along Timquana Road. With the nearest large grocery store being the
A&P store at Herschel Street and Fishweir Creek and Setzer’s in the same area, these
country stores served an essential need in the community, and carried a variety goods
usually including a fresh meat counter.?’ At one time located in Parnell’s Store, the
community post office opened in November of 1941, but changed to a Jacksonville
branch office in April of 1956.2' The Parnell family lived in a two-story residence on
the northeast corner of Timquana Road and Wesconnett Boulevard. Still standing
minus its porches, the residence was also occupied by the Turknett family, and
reportedly constructed by Samuel Allen Turknett or Fred Stokes.?

The heart of the community was the Wesconnett School which first opened in a one
room wooden structure that served 20 students in grades 1 to 8. In 1922, it was
replaced by a wooden three room school that faced the Old Orange Park Road, now

' Duval County Courthouse, Plat Book 3, p. 79 (1910)

'7 Pleasant Daniel Gold, History of Duval County Florida. St. Augustine, Florida: The Record Company,
1928, pp. 670-672.

18 This may have been a 22 acre parcel sold by the Ortega Company to the E.C. Brick Works tn 1899.
*The current Wesconnett Elementary School, #57 was opened in 1928 to replace earlier wooden schools.

2 Oral Interview — Polly Mohr, Ray Mohr, Charles Pyatt, and Jean Wiggins, January 9, 2009.

2! Alfred G. Bradley & E. Story Hallock, A Chronology of Florida Post Offices. Florida Federanon of

Stamp Clubs, p. 87.

22 Bargain Finder, Vol. Issue S, p. 2
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Wesconnett Boulevard. In 1927, the current brick school building (PS #57) was
opened at 5710 Wesconnett Boulevard with grades 1 to 9, after which the students
attended John Gorrie Jr. High School and Robert E. Lee High School in Riverside.”
In addition to the school, a civic club was organized and located on a parcel donated
by James Parks who came to the area in 1921. Facing 105" Street, the civic club
sponsored a well baby clinic and local baseball team. In later years, the club
sponsored the Wesconnett Volunteer Fire Department, which was officially organized
in 1963 and moved to its own building. " A home demonstration club, which served
as a voting precinct, was located along Seaboard Avenue.

As the area continued to grow, several churches were organized to serve the religious
needs of the community. Formed in 1905, Liberty Baptist Church worshipped in a
one-room facility, reportedly the old Fishing Creek school house, on land donated by
Eva and Billy Turknett. In 1926, the church relocated to a site near Wesconnett
Boulevard and 105® Street, and changed its name to Wesconnett Baptist Church in
1947.2° The church moved into its current brick sanctuary in 1959.%° Another early
church in Wesconnett was Lynnwood Christian Church that was formed in 1926, and
first met in a one-story wooden building on property owned by Samuel C. Taylor.
Later purchasing the property from Mr. Taylor, the current brick sanctuary at 5200
Wesconnett Boulevard was dedicated in 1942. Two other early churches were the
Wesconnett Sunday School (Church of Latter Day Saints) formed in 1935, and the
Faith Lutheran Church organized in 1954.2 Many early settlers in Wesconnett as
well as Jacksonville Heights had family members buried in either the Turknett
Cemetery or the Daniel-Smith Cemetery, both located adjacent to each other on
Como Road just off 103™. Street.?®

Although many worked in Jacksonville, most of the earlier residents of the
Wesconnett community operated small truck farms, dairies, and chicken hatcheries
scattered out in all directions from the hub at the Old Orange Park Road (Wesconnett
Boulevard) and Timquana Road.”® Near the hub were the farms and dairies belonging

B Florida Times Union, Westside Ediuon, September 1, 2001, p.1

u Bargin Finder, Vol 1, issue 3, March 1,1988, p. 4; May 10, 1988, p. 4.

% The new location of the Wesconnett Baptist Church was on land donated by Riverside investor, John
Collier Brown, who later moved to a 200 acre plot along the Old Orange Park Road.

™ Florida Times Union, River City News. Westside Edition, April 16, 2005, p. 1.

# Polly Mohl, Lynnwood Christian Church. (unpublished document), files of the Jacksonville Planning and
Development Department.

Works Projects Admumistration, Guide to Supplementary Vital Statistics from Church Records in Florida:
Vol. 1, Alachua — Gadsden Counties, Flonda Historical Records Survey, 1942, pp.218, 233 & 248.
Florida Times Union, River City News, Westside Edition, October 30, 2004, p.1

2 Lucy Ames Edwards, Grave Markers of Duval County, 1808 - 1916. 1955. p. 96.

 Much of Wesconnett history summarized from articles by Rosalie Cates that ran in the Bargain Finder
newspaper; February 16, 1988 (Vol. 1, Issue 1.),Apnl 5, 1988 (Vol 1, issue 8), and May 31, 1988 (Vol. 1,
issue 16),
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to members of the Turknett, Pyatt, Martinez, Silcox, Brown, Wells and Robertson,
families. Further out from the hub, the Skaffs, Firestone, Croft, DiMaggio, Snell,
Bartholf, Adair, Mobley, Mazer, and Jammes families operated truck farms, dairies,
and hatcheries. Milk from the dairies were taken to a processing plant on West
Beaver Street or sold along routes in Riverside, Avondale and Downtown. Fresh
eggs from the hatcheries were usually sold along the same routes.

Other residents, including members of these farm families, had outside jobs, usually
in the urban core. Many were attracted to jobs at the Seaboard Airline shops and
Yards on 95 acres off North McDuff Avenue in Lackawanna. Opened during the first
decade of the twentieth century, the shop and yards had ten locomotive roundhouses,
a coal storage facility, passenger and car shop, car wheel and axle shop, as well as
transfer and administrative offices.’ Reportedly, the name of Seaboard Avenue
originated from having so many men in the general area working in the McDuff
shops. 32 These workers and others going to the urban core would have to take
private automobiles, or walk to the Cedar River, cross the wooden bridge, and catch a
bus in Lakeshore. Another major employer in the southwest part of Duval County
was lumber mills and turpentine operations. Early twentieth maps of the area depict a
tram line running from the Fishing Pen Creek west and south to Yellow Creek. This
line was operated by the Heibler (Hiber) Turpentine Company that o?erated a
turpentine still along Fishing Pen Creek just east of Wesconnett Boulevard.®

The company was owned by Dr. Edward Heibler or Heber a German native who was in
the lumber business in both Germany and Russia. Because of the area’s reputation for
abundant lumber and turpentine resources, Dr. Heber move to Duval County in 1902 and
purchased or leased thousands of acres stretching from the Ortega River to Yellow Water
Creek close to the Maxville community. To transport harvested timber over this vast
area, Dr. Heber operated a small steam locomotive along a light tram line that ran from
his turpentine still on Fishing Creek west and south to the Yellow Creek area. Dr. Heber
was hired by the Jacksonville Heights Improvement Company to remove stumps from
property being cleared for marketing and sale. Rich in sap, these fat lighter stumps were
processed for their turpentine. Arriving in the Wesconnett area, the rail road line
followed the current right-of-way of Dorminy Avenue that parallels Lynnwood Christian
Church, crossed Wesconnett Boulevard (Old Orange Park Road), and terminated at
Fishing Pen Creek. At the end of the tram line, Dr. Heber had a 35 acre tract that
contained his residence and the turpentine still, as well as a steamboat landing for

% Oral Interview — Polly Mohr, Ray Mohr. Charles Pyatt, and Jean Wiggms, January 9, 2009.

3! Environmental Services, Inc., The Historic Architectural Resources of the North Riverside Neighborhood
in Jacksonville, Duval County, Florida. (Jacksonville, Flonda, Nov. 2004), p. 44.

32 Bargain Finder. Vol. 1, Issue 1, February 16, 1988, p.1.

33 Bargain Finder, Vol.1, Issue 16, May 31, 1988, pp. 2 & 3.
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shipping the processed turpentine to Jacksonville. Although Dr. Heber died in 1912, the
Heber Turpentine Company continued in operation until World War I. *

In 1913, Theor Timm came to Duval County to take charge of his brother’s business
affairs, and was later followed in 1921 by his son, Karl Timm, the nephew of Dr. Heber.
With the closing of the turpentine still, Karl Timm established a dairy that included a
large milking barn. The original Heber residence was destroyed by a fire in 1925-26 with
Timm’s Dairy closing down in 1940. Karl Timm converted the old milking barn into a
restaurant and dancing hall known as Timber Inn. The Timber Inn was particularly
popular during World War II among service men from nearby Jacksonville Naval Air
Station and Cecil Field. In addition to the Timber Inn, another popular recreational spot
for local residents was the swimming hole at Sandy Bottom located one mile west of
Blanding Boulevard along Collins Road at its intersection with Rampart Road. Another
past time was baseball games played on a field off Seaboard Avenue. These games
reportedly drew up to 2,000 spectators. The Wesconnett team played rivals from
Mandarin, Marietta, Fernandina Beach, Green Cove Springs and Maclenny. **The
operation of moonshine stills in the greater Wesconnett and Jacksonville Heights area
was not uncommon and many times supplemented the income from farming.

A major impact on the development of southwest and west Duval County was the
establishment of military facilities starting during the first decade of the twentieth
century. Based on a recommendation from a legislature appointed commission,
approximately 1000 acres along Black Point, which was the site of the old Mulberry
plantation, was acquired around 1908 to serve as a Florida National Guard Camp. In
September of 1917, the Federal government took control of the state reservation, and
expanded it to serve as a quartermasters training camp during World War I called
Camp Joseph E. Johnson, after the Confederate General. Eventually housing over
27,000 soldiers, Camp Johnson was quickly demobilized with the end of the conflict,
and the property turned back over to state control where it was renamed Camp J.
Clifford R. Foster.*

In 1938, Congress authorized strengthening the U.S. military by increasing fleet
tonnage by twenty percent that in return required additional serving facilities. In
response, a board was created under Rear Admiral A. J. Hepburn charged with the

3 Bargain Finder, Vol. 1, Issue 16, May 31, 1988, pp. 3 & 4; Bureau of Soils, Field Operation Soil Survey
Map of Duval County. Washington, D.C., 1921; Florida Times Union, March 27, 1912, p. 17.

According to his obituary, Dr. Heber was bunied in Cincinnati, Ohio.

3 Oral Interview — Polly Mohr, Ray Mohr, Charles Pyatt, & Jean Wiggins, January 9, 2009; Bargain
Finder, Vol. 1, Issue 4, March 8, 1988, p. 4.

3 Reportedly noted Flonida developer, David Paul, “Doc” Davis operated a commussary at Camp Joseph E.
Johnson and restded for a while in Wesconnett. Davis was the developer of Davis Island 1n Tamp, as well
as Anastasia Island at St. Augustine Beach. Dawid Nolan, Fifty Feet in Paradise, The Booming of Florida.
(New York, 1984), pp. 192-197 & 223-227 Oral Interview — Charles Pyatt, January 9, 2009.
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task of determining the need and location for new military bases. As a result of the
Hepburn Board Report, Jacksonville, Florida was selected as one of fifteen bases to
be developed immediately in order to provide much needed shore based facilities for
airplanes. With a legislative appropriation of seventeen million made in 1939, the
Emergency National Defense Program selected the former Camp Foster Site
southwest of Downtown Jacksonville for a naval air station with a carrier to be
berthed at the mouth of the St. Johns River.

After receiving authorization from the Florida legislature, citizens of Duval County in
1939 approved a 1.1 million-bond issue to purchase the property at Black Point in
order to be donated for a proposed naval facility. By the end of World War 11, the
Jacksonville Naval Air Station had over 700 buildings reflecting an investment of
twenty million dollars including the headquarters of the Navy Overhaul and Repair
Facility. Commissioned in October of 1940, the Jacksonville Naval Air Station
eventually housed 42,000 Navy personnel and 11,000 civilians during the height of its
wartime activity. With the growth of military activity at Black Point during World
War II, U.S. Highway 17 was rerouted along the western boundary of the military
reservation immediately parallel to the Atlantic Coast Line Railroad. Renamed in
honor of President Franklin D. Roosevelt, who visited the base in March of 1941, this
boulevard became the major artery connecting the base with Downtown Jacksonville
and with the Town of Orange Park.

The military presence in southwest Duval County was soon expanded with the
opening of Cecil Field and the Herlong Airport. A 2,600 acre tract was acquired in
1941 for the establishment of a *“U.S. Naval Auxiliary Station”, which was named in
honor of Commander Henry Barton Cecil. NAS Cecil Field became the principal
war-at-sea and dive-bombing training for the Navy. Training at Cecil Field was
usually the last received before a Navy pilot went into combat. Although becoming
inactive for several years following World War II, Cecil Field was re-activated as a
Naval Air Station in June of 1952. By the mid-1950s, Cecil Field was one of four
bases specifically designated for the operation of jet aircraft. Jet fighters from Cecil
Field were actively involved in the Cold War, particularly the Cuban Missile Crisis,
the Vietnam Conflict, and finally Desert Storm. Over the years, Cecil Field continued
to grow in size, and included 22,939 acres when closed in 1999. Another 2,500 acres
was located at OLF (Outlying Field) Whitehouse to the north of Cecil Field, as well
as the Yellow Water Weapons Department, and the Pine castle Electronic Warfare
Target Area/Warfare Range.’

Another auxiliary air field that served personnel from the Jacksonville Naval Air
Station was Herlong Field, located nine miles west of Jacksonville. Herlong Field
was commissioned in 1941 as a training station for Navy and Marine pilots. Declared

7 www. globalsecurity.org/military/facility/cecil-field hrm.
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surplus after World War II, the 1,400 acres that constituted Herlong Field was
transferred to the City of Jacksonville in November of 1946. Herlong Field became
the third municipal airport following the main facility at Imeson Field in North
Jacksonville, predecessor to the Jacksonville International Airport, and Craig Field in
the southeast part of the county. Because of its small size, Herlong Field became a
recreational airport, home to many small twin engine and single propeller planes.
Herlong Field also is used bg' other types of flying machines including ultra lights,
gliders, and hot air balloons.’

Named after General Albert H. Blanding, Camp Blanding in Clay County was leased by
the United States Army in 1941 from the Florida National Guard. Camp Blanding served
a variety of functions during World War II including infantry replacement training center,
induction center, prisoner of war compound, and separation center. Between 1940 and
1945, approximately 800,000 soldiers received training at Camp Blanding, which had
grown to include over 170,000 acres. At the time it opened in 1940, the major roadway
connecting Camp Blanding with the Jacksonville Terminal where troops arrived was Old
Orange Park Road that cut through Wesconnett. According to oral history, military
convoys on the way to Camp Blanding were stopped by children being released from
Wesconnett School. The officer in charge of these troops was very angry about the
delay, and had Blanding Boulevard constructed more to the west to avoid the school.
Although following the general route of the Old Orange Park Road, the new Blanding
Boulevard provided a straighter and more direct route to the camp.39

Residential and commercial development that began to encroach on the rural tranquility
of the Wesconnett area came from the east and north. Population growth in the city
began pushing residential development outside of the southwestern confines of Riverside,
Avondale, Murray Hill, Ortega, St. Johns Park, and Lakeshore. This process was
particularly accelerated by the opening of the Jacksonville Naval Air Station and Cecil
Field, as well as Camp Blanding in Clay County in the early 1940s. As a result the
physical appearance of the Wesconnett community began to change from rural to more
suburban. With the opening of Cecil Field, 103™ Street was paved and expanded,
eventually becoming four lanes lined with commercial and institutional uses. By 1972,
Blanding Boulevard was expanded to four lanes as it became the major entryway into
Orange Park. Overtime, Blanding Boulevard became a major commercial corridor in the
southwest part of Duval County. Originally, Timquana Road connected with 104" Street
before intersecting Wesconnett Boulevard at that time only paved with shell. In 1975,
this roadway was expanded to four lanes and straightens at the west end to connect
directly with 103™ Street.

38 Jan S. Flager, “Historic Herlong Field, A Pleasure-Filled” 1980’s Airport”, JaxPort, Summer, 1987, pp.
9-12,

% Bargain Finder, Vol. 1, Issue 8, April 5, 1988; Oral Interview, Polly Mohr, Ray Mohr, Charles Pyatt, &

Jean Wiggins, 1/9/09
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One of the largest residential developments to the northwest of Wesconnett was
Cedar Hills Estates developed in the late 1950s by the St. Johns Development
Company under William B. Towers and Charles D. Towers, Jr. Located on the west
side of Blanding Boulevard, this large residential development resulted from thirteen
separate plats and replats.“o Cedar Hills Estates was preceded by Cedar Shores,
which was platted in three units in 1950 by the Andover Investment Company under
L.K. Tucker, president and J.T. Douglas Secretary. *' Composed of curvilinear streets
with irregular lots, most of Cedar Shores clustered along Cedar River and Williamson
Creek to the north of Cedar Hills Estates.*” Both Cedar Hill Estates and Cedar Shores
were replats of parts of the larger Ortega Farms plat. To the south of Cedar Hill
Estates on the west side of Blanding Boulevard is Oak Hill Subdivision platted in
1955 by the Durham Investment Company under G.D. Wood, president and Ray W.
Durham, Secretary. The Oak Hill Subdivision was also composed of curvilinear
streets fronted by varying lot sizes and shapes.*’

On the east side of Blanding Boulevard to the Ortega River, approximately fifteen
different subdivisions were platted between 1925 and 1959. In 1943, Samuel C. and
Fannie E. Taylor platted property known as Lynnwood which is located between
Blanding Boulevard on the west and Wesconnett Boulevard on the east, and from
Dorminy Avenue south to Timquana Road. A noted property owner in the area,
Samuel & Fannie Taylor resided on a large parcel of land located on the triangle
created by the intersection of Blanding Boulevard and Wesconnett Boulevard where
he had orange groves and a pecan orchard. Apparently in 1925-29, Taylor joined
with three neighboring dairy owners, Barthoff, Grey, and Adair, to pay for the
extension of electrical lines from Lakeshore to their properties and developments.*
In spite of its Civil War reference, Confederate Point, located on the east side of
Blanding Boulevard across Butcher Pen Creek, resulted from three units filed
between 1968 and 1972 by the Ortega Development Company under Francis P.
L’Engle, Jr. president, and Paul G. Fleming, secretary.®®

The significant residential growth in the area following World War Il in turn
stimulated commercial and institutional construction particularly along Blanding

“Cedar Hills Estates, Plat Books 27-31.

' A native of Palatka, Florida Lawrence Kitt Tucker, Jr. and his brother Finley Tucker had formed a
partnership in 1905 that was moved to Jacksonville tn 1914 and incorporated as Tucker Brothers, Inc.
Later expanding statewide, Tucker Brothers, Inc. went on to become a major general insurance, real estate,
and mortgage business (Julws E. Dovell, Florida, Historic, Dramanic, Contemporary New York: Lewis
Histoncal Publishing Company, Inc. 1954, Volume 111, p. 218-219). !

“2 Duval County Courthouse, Plat Book 22, p. 57, p.69 (1950 & 51), & Plat Book 24, p.15 (1953)/

® Tbid, Plat Book 26, p. 24, 24 A, & 24B (1955).

“ Bargain Finder, Vol. 1, Issue 2, February 23, 1988, p.3.

 Duval County Courthouse, Plat Book 34, pp. 43, 43A, 70, 84 & 84A.
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Boulevard, 103" Street, and Timquana Road. In 1959, a new high school was opened
off Wesconnett Boulevard to serve this growing population. First called Wesconnett
High School, the students voted shortly after its opening to name the school Valhalla
from Norse mythology with the mascot being the Vikings. Ultimately named after
Confederate general, Nathan Bedford Forrest, the new school opened with 2,500
students which were over 800 more than anticipated. As a result, a new Forrest High
School was constructed in 1966 further west with original school being converted into
a junior high school named after Confederate general, Jeb Stuart.*® The greater
Wesconnett area including Jacksonville Heights, Cedar Hill, Confederate Point, Oak
Hill and other adjacent subdivisions did not become part of the City of Jacksonville
until city-county consolidation in 1968.

SIGNIFICANCE OF PROPOSED LANDMARK AS RELATED TO

DESIGNATION CRITERIA:

(1.)Its value as a significant reminder of the cultural, historical, architectural, or
archaeological heritage of the City, state or nation.

Lynnwood Christian Church at 5200 Wesconnett Boulevard is the second oldest
church organized in the large geographical area known as Wesconnett. Because of
varying interpretations regarding the geographical boundaries of many communities
in southwest Duval County, the area in this report and application includes
Wesconnett, but also the large subdivision to the west platted as Jacksonville Heights,
and the more recent neighborhoods of Cedar Hills Estates, Confederate Park, and Oak
Hill. To the northwest is the historic African American community of Sweetwater,
however, some black families had settled south more into Wesconnett. The
commercial center of Wesconnett was historically the cross roads of Wesconnett
Boulevard (Old Orange Park Road) and Timquana Avenue. Although much of this
large area was part of colonial era land grants, these neighborhoods and communities
for the most part remained rural until after World War II. The earliest plat filed in the
area was Ortega Farms in 1910 associated with the Ortega Company under John N.C.
Stockton.

The communities that constituted this large part of Duval County did not significantly
develop until the period immediately before and after World War II. Residential and
commercial development that began to encroach on the rural tranquility of the
Wesconnett area came from the east and north. Population growth in the city began
pushing residential development outside of the southwestern confines of Riverside,
Avondale, Ortega, Murray Hill, St. Johns Park, and Lakeshore. This process was
particularly accelerated by the opening of the Jacksonville Naval Air Station and
Cecil Field, as well as Camp Blanding in Clay County in the early 1940s. As a result

% Florida Times Union, September 13, 1959, p. 12.
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the physical appearance of the Wesconnett community began to change from rural to
more suburban. With rapid growth and accompanying physical changes, landmarks
such as Lynnwood Christian Church play an important role in preserving a sense of
place in communities that have loss their rural ambiance and traditional integrity.

Although organized in 1926, the church meets in the Late Gothic Revival Style
masonry sanctuary completed in 1941, making it one of the oldest religious buildings
in continuous use in the Wesconnett area. As the area continued to grow several
churches were formed to serve the religious needs of the community. Formed in
1905, Liberty Baptist Church worshipped in a one-room facility, reportedly the old
Fishing Creek school house, on land donated by Eva and Billy Turknett. In 1926, the
church relocated to a site near Wesconnett Boulevard and 105" Street, and changed
its name to Wesconnett Baptist Church in 1947.* The church moved into its current
brick sanctuary in 1959. Two other early churches were the Wesconnett Sunday
School (Church of Latter Day Saints) formed in 1935, and the Faith Lutheran Church
organized in 1954.%

Lynnwood Christian Church was formed in 1926 and first met in a one-story building
on property owned by Samuel C. Taylor. A noted property owner in the area, Samuel
Taylor resided on a large parcel of land located on the triangle created by the
intersection of Blanding Boulevard and Wesconnett Boulevard where he had
extensive orange groves and a pecan orchard. Born in Sampson, North Carolina,
Samuel Taylor moved to the area in 1897.3° Reportedly, Samuel Taylor, who died in
1963 at the age of 88, was instrumental in the establishment of a Disciples of Christ
Church in the Wesconnett area, and not only provided the first building and property
for the new church, but also used his large Packard touring car to pick-up local
children for church. Samuel Taylor sold and financed mortgages for numerous
churches throughout Jacksonville that included not only Disciples of Christ, but also
Baptist and Methodist Episcopal churches. In response to the wishes of his wife,
Fannie E. Taylor, Samuel Taylor left a large share of his estate to the Samuel C.
Taylor Foundation which is dedicated to providing housing and services for
Jacksonville’s elderly citizens of modest income. Today Taylor Residences provide
housing and care for approximately 700 senior citizens.”

“ The new location of the Wesconnett Bapust Church was on land donated by Ruverside investor, John
Colher Brown, who later moved to a 200 acre plot along the Old Orange Park Road.

“ Florida Times Union, River City News, Westside Edition, Apnl 16, 2005, p. 1.

“ Polly Mohl, Lynnwood Christian Church. (unpublished document), files of the Jacksonville Planning and
Development Department.

Works Projects Administration, Guide to Supplementary Vital Statistics from Church Records in Flondu:
Vol. 1, Alachua — Gadsden Counties, Florida Historical Records Survey, 1942, pp.218, 233 & 248.

Florida Times Union, River City News, Westside Edition, October 30, 2004, p.1

% Florida Times Union, August 26, 1963, p.37; Bargain Finder, Vol. 1, Issue 2, February 23, 1988.

' www.taylor-residences.org/tfoundation.hrml.
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Starting with seventeen members, the Lynnwood Christian Church first met in the
one-story wood framed building that was later moved and currently houses Second
Blessing Thrift Store. In 1931, Samuel Taylor sold lot 2 of block 1, Lynnwood S/D
to the church with “Satisfaction of Mortgage” filed in January of 1935.5% Later
purchasing the property from Mr. Taylor, the current brick sanctuary at 5200
Wesconnett Boulevard was dedicated in 1942. These transactions were followed in
1943 by a Warranty Deed for lots 1 and 2 of block 1, and deed for lots 14 and 15 of
block 1.”* In 1950, Samuel Taylor filed a pre-foreclosure notice on Lynnwood
Christian Church’s Pt Tract “A” of the Lynnwood S/D which was dismissed later that
year.54 The last tract of property, lot 13, Lynnwood Addition was deeded by Samuel
Taylor to the Lynnwood Christian Church in 1953 Lot 13 is the site of the
parsonage. Currently church property is composed of lots 14, 15, 16 & 17, block 1 of
the Lynnwood S/D, and lot 13 of Lynnwood Addition on which are located the brick
sanctuary, the original wood framed church, and a parsonage that fronts Dorminy
Avenue.

In 1941, the comerstone for the new Gothic Revival Style brick sanctuary was laid
with the building being completed and dedicated in 1942. The original wooden
church had been previously relocated to lot 16, block 1 by Samuel Taylor. The
architect or designer, as well as the contractor, for the new church have not been
confirmed. However, the sanctuary was reportedly constructed by skilled members
of the church using donated materials. The project did involve services by Lamar E.
Wilhams & Son (“Donnie”), a local construction firm, as well as local carpenter, Ed
Edgecone.® In the mid to late 1950s, the church was expanded with a two-story wing
that served as an educational building and social hall. Again, the funding and
construction of this addition actively involved the entire membership that sponsored
numerous fundraising events. Under church member and local contractor, J.J. Locke
along with his sons J.D. Locke and Marcus Locke, as well as son-in-law, Charles
Pyatt, the addition was completed using donated materials, and free or reduced prices
for more specialized work such as electricians, plumbers, and masons.”’ In the early
1960s, the sanctuary was renovated including refinishing pews and pulpit, new carpet,
and the establishment of a fund to pay for new stained glass windows. A large

% Duval County Courthouse, Deed Book 600-468, October 6, 1931. S/M Book, 190-432, January 18, 1935.
53 Duval County Courthouse, Deed Book, 971-489, January 22, 1943 and Deed Book 1005-30, October 26,
1943.

3% Ioid, L/P (Lis Pendens), 38-345 (February 10, 1950) and COB 432-559 (March 21, 1950.

% I, Deed Book 1651, p. 358, December 30, 1953.

%6 Oral Interview — January 9, 2009, Polly Mohr, Ray Mohr, Charles Pyatt, and Jean Wiggins; Polly Mohl,,
Lynnwood Christian Church.

5 Numerous residences in Jacksonville were constructed by J.J. Locke including the 1930 Tudor Revival
Style house (Mclver Residence) at 1108 Palmer Terrace in St. Nicholas. (Wood, p. 232).
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painting of the Holy Land was completed by local artist and church member, Aliene
Pyatt, and placed over baptistery.

Between 1926 and 2005, Lynnwood Christian Church has been served by eighteen
different ministers. These ministers with the support from the membership organized
many different programs that served both the church and the Wesconnett community
at large. For example, in 1929, the original church served as a relief center after a
disastrous tornado hits the community. Also, early 9™ grade classes from the
Wesconnett School had their graduation ceremony at the church. Lynnwood
Christian Church sponsored a popular Saturday night youth center that attracted youth
from the community as well as young sailors from the Naval Air Station. First used
as a Sunday School building, the old single-story sanctuary in more recent years has
housed a thrift shop that continues to serve as an out reach ministry to the Wesconnett
community.58

6. It has distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style valuable for the
study of a period, method of construction, or use of indigenous materials.

The design of Lynnwood Christian Church represents a fine example of a local
adaptation of the Late Gothic Revival Style, popular from the early 1800s well into the
twentieth century. Although used in the design of residences, the style is usually
associated with the high style design of major religious or educational institutions. In its
high form, the Late Gothic Revival Style is evident by steeply pitched gable roofs usually
with intersecting cross-gables, varied window treatment including lancet and Tudor
arches, cantilevered oriels with abundant art glass, ornate window tracery, battlements
and towers. Many times the exterior of Gothic Revival buildings are richly detailed with
stone or cast stone trim and clay tile roof. The general affect of the Late Gothic Revival
Design as displayed in both high and vernacular adaptations is to achieve a strong
presence, to create a sense of permanency, power, and importance, all attributes fitting to
religious and educational institutions. Elements of the Late Gothic Revival Style
reflected in the design of the Lynnwood Christian Church include cast stone quoins that
frame the arched entryway, the use of arched windows with cast stone key stones, a
decorative round cast stone vent in the front gable end, as well as facades divided
vertically by imitation buttresses. >

7. Its suitability for preservation.

%8 Oral Interview - January 9, 2009, Polly Mohr, Ray Mohr, Charles Pyatt, and Jean Wiggins; Written
history of church prepared by Polly Mohl; Bargain Finder, Volume 1, Issue 15, May 24, 1988.

% John J.G. Blumenson, Idenrifving American Architecture. A Pictorial History to Styles and Terms, 1600-
1945. (Nashville, Amencan Association for State and Local History, 1977), pp. 30-33;

Wayne W. Wood, Jacksonville's Architectural Heritage, Landmarks for the Future. (Jacksonville,
University Presses of Flonda, 1989) p. 14.
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In utilizing this criterion, it has been the practice of the Planning and Development
Department to evaluate proposed landmarks based on evidence of significant exterior
alterations that have negatively impacted character-defining features, as well as
represent alterations difficult, costly, or impossible to reverse. Further, the degree
and nature of any exterior deterioration, as well as the evidence of long term and
potentially on-going neglect are also a factor in evaluating potential landmarks for
their suitability for preservation or restoration. The sanctuary has been continually
used and maintained since its construction in 1941. The old church and the
parsonage, both single-story wood framed buildings constructed in the mid-1920’s,
also appear well maintained, and have most of their original architectural fabric.

As stated above, the three buildings located on the property of Lynnwood Christian
Church, still possess most of their original architectural integrity. In the mid to late
1950s, the sanctuary was expanded with a two-story wing that served as an
educational building and social hall. This addition is attached to the rear of the
sanctuary and projects to the south, thus creating an L shape. The addition shares
many design elements of the sanctuary as evident by being a two-story masonry
structure covered with a gabled roof. In more recent years, structural weakness was
evident on the 1941 sanctuary requiring the installation of cables and tie-rods. In the
early 1960s, the sanctuary was renovated including refinishing pews and pulpit, new
carpet, and the establishment of a fund to pay for new stained glass windows.
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Lynnwood Christian Church 5200 Wesconnett Boulevard
Name of Property Address

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheet

PLEASE SEE ATTACHED CONTINUATION SHEETS

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property

UTM References
(Place cddlhonol references on a continuation shee'r)

LU LU s L L)L
LU T Ty 4I|JIJ°TIIIIIII

See conﬂnuoﬂon sheet -~

L1 1]
”Tlu.

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet )

See Aftached Continuation Sheet

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

Parcels that contains the properties of Lynnwood Christian Church including sanctuary, old sanctuary and
parsonage.

11. Form Prepared By

name/titte Joel McEachin, City Planner Manager - Historic Preservation

oraanization Jacksonville Planning and Development Department Dote March25.2009
street & Suite 600, 128 East Forsyth St. Jacksonville, FL, 32202 (904) 630-1891
citv or town Jacksonville state Floida  zio code 32202

12. Property Owner

name Lynnwood Christian Church
street & number P.O. Box 7797 telebhone (904) 771-4021

citv or town ____Jacksonville state Florida 2ip code 32238
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City of Jacksonville

Landmark, Landmark Site, or Historic District
Nomination Form Continuation Sheet

9-1 - Major Bibliographical References — Lynnwood Christian Church, 5200
Wesconnett Boulevard
Books and Articles

Bland & Associates. An Intensive Cultural Resource Assessment Survey of the Tree Sap
Parcel, Duval County, Florida. Jacksonville, Florida March, 2006.

Blumenson, John J.G. Identifying American Architecture, A Pictorial History to Style
and Terms, 1600-1945. Nashville: American Association for State and Local History,
1977.

Bradley, Alfred G. & E. Story Hallock. A Chronology of Florida Post Offices. Florida
Federation of Stamp Clubs.

Crooks, James B. Ph.D. Jacksonville After the Fire, 1901 — 1919, A New South Ciry.
Jacksonville, Fl: University of North Florida Presses, 1991.

Davis, T. Frederick. History of Early Jacksonville and Vicinity, 1513 - 1924. St.
Augustine: The Record Company, 1924.

Dovell, Julius E. Florida, Historic, Dramatic, Contemporary. New York, Lewis
Historical Publishing Company, Inc.,1954.

Edwards, Lucy Ames. Grave Markers of Duval County, 1808-1916. Jacksonville,
Florida.

Environmental Services, Inc. The Historic Architectural Resources of the North
Riverside Neighborhood in Jacksonville, Duval County, Florida. Jacksonville,
November, 2004).

Flager, Jan S. “Historic Herlong Field, A Pleasure-Filled 1980s Airport”. JaxPort,
Jacksonville, Fl, Summer, 1987.

Gannon, Michael, Editor, A New History of Florida. “Fortune and Misfortune: The
Paradoxical Twenties”:by William W. Rogers. (Gainesville, Fl: University Press of
Florida, 1996), pp.290 — 298.

Gold, Pleasant Daniel Gold. History of Duval County. St. Augustine: The Record
Company, 1928.

Jones, William M. A Report on the Site of Camp Finegan, A Confederate Stronghold,
Duval County, Florida. Unpublished, 1959.
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Martin, Richard A. and Daniel L. Schafer. Jacksonville’s Ordeal by Fire, A Civil
War History. Jacksonville, Florida: Florida Publishing Company, 1984.

Nolan, David. Fifty Feet in Paradise, The Booming of Florida. New York, Harcount
Brace Jovanovich Publishers, 1984.

Realty Title & Trust Company. Abstract of Title to Ortega Property for the Ortega
Company, Jacksonville, Florida, c. 1909 (files of the Jacksonville Planning and
Development Department).

Ward, James Robertson. Old Hickory’s Town, An Illustrated History of Jacksonville.
Jacksonville: Old Hickory’s Town, Inc., 1985.

Wood, Wayne W. Jacksonville's Architectural Heritage: Landmarks for the Future.
Jacksonville: University of North Florida Press, 1989.

Works Projects Administration, Historical Records Survey, Spanish Land Grants in
Florida, Volume IV, Confirmed Claims, Tallahassee, Florida: State Library Board,
May, 1941.

Works Projects Administration, Historical Records Survey. Guide to Supplementary
Vital Statistics from Church Records in Florida. Volume I Alachua — Gadsden
Counties, Florida Historical Records Survey, 1942.

Miscellaneous Sources:

Duval County Courthouse,

Deed Book 600 p. 468, October 6, 1931

S/M Book, 190 p. 432, January 18, 1935

Deed Book 971, p. 489, January 22, 1943

Deed Book 1005, p. 30, October 26, 1943

L/P (Lis Pendens) Book 38, p. 345 (February 10, 1950)
COB p. 432, p. 559, March 21, 1950

Deed Book 1651, p. 358, December 30, 1950

Official Records, Volume 25, p.340, 1956.

Plat Book 3, p. 79 (1910), Ortega Farms

Plat Book 5, p. 93 (1913); Book 3, pp. 50 & 51 (1909), Jacksonville Heights Subdivision
Plat Book 22, p. 57 & 59 (1950 & 51)

Plat Book 24, p. 15 (1953)

Plat Book 26, p. 24, 24A, & 24B (1955)

Plat Books 27-31 Cedar Hills Estates
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Landmark, Landmark Site, or Historic District
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Plat Book 34, pp. 43, 43A, 70, 84 & 84A

Mohl, Polly. Lynnwood Christian Church: Unpublished Document, Files of the

Jacksonville Planning and Development Department

Maps

Bureau of Soils. Field Operation Soil Survey Map of Duval Counry. Washington, D.C.

1921.
USGS Topographic Map, Jacksonville, 1918 Edition.

Newspapers

The Florida Times Union

April 4, 1901

July 9, 1910

May 31, 1911

June 2, 1911

March 27, 1912

September 13, 1959

August 26, 1963

December 1, 1980

November 21, 1999

Westside Edition, September 1, 2001

River City News, Westside Edition, October 30, 2004
River City News, Westside Edition, April 16, 2005.

Bargain Finder — Articles by Rosalie Cates

Volume. 1, Issue 1, February 16, 1988
Issue 2, February 23, 1988
Issue 3, March 1, 1988
Issue 4, March 8, 1988
Issue 5, March 13, 1988
Issue 8, April 5, 1988
Issue 11, April 26, 1988
Issue 13, May 10, 1988
Issue 15, May 24, 1988
Issue 16, May 31, 1988

Oral Interview — Polly Mohr, Ray Mohr, Charles Pyatt, and Jean Wiggins, Janurary 9,

2009.

Website: www.taylor-residences.org/tfoundation.html
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i CONTINUATION SHEET - Lynnwood Christian Church, 5200 Wesconnett Boulevard
' LM-09-1

10. Geographical Information - Verbal Boundary Description

Starting at the northeast corner of lot 14, Block 1, Lynnwood S/D; thence west along the northern property line
Lot 14, block 1, Lynnwood S/D and Lot 13, Lynnwood Addition; thence south along the west property line of
Lot 13, Lynnwood Addition; thence east along the rear property lines of lot 13, Lynnwood Addition and Lots 19
) & 18, block 1, Lynnwood S/D; thence south along the east property line of lot 18, block 1, Lynnwood S/D;
thence east along the south property line of lot 17, block 1, Lynnwood S/D; hence north along the east property
lines of lots 17, 16, 15, and 14. block 1, Lynnwood S/D to the point of beginning.
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Lynnwood Christian Church 5200 Wesconnett Boulevard
Name of Property Address

13. Additional Documentation
Submit the following itemns with the completed form:

Contfinuation Sheets (Al information on continuation sheets must be typed. Sheets should have the name and address of
property at top, be labeled with the appropriate application heading. and be numbered)

Maps
A copy of a USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) Do not write upon or attach [abels to this map.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Drawings (if available)
Current elevations, floorplans, etc.
Historic elevations floorplans, etc.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

(Do not write upon or attach permanent iabels to the photographs.)
List all property owners within 350’ of the proposed landmark or landmark site.

List all contributing and non-contributing properties in the proposed historic district.

Attach proof of publication for the JHPC public hearing.
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Lynnwood (hristian Church
(Disciples of Christ)
5200 Wesconnett Blvd.
P.O Box 7797 (zip - 32238-7797)

Jacksonville, FL 32210
Pastor Samuel H. Bennett

Phone/Fax (904)771-4021

September 18, 2008

Jacksonville Planning and Development Department
Florida Theatre Building

128 E. Forsyth St.

Suite 720

Jacksonville, FL. 32202-3325

Dear Mr. McEachin,

As a follow-up to our previous conversations, I would like to officially ask you to consider our
church properties as historic structures in the city of Jacksonville, Florida. The original church
is still in use as a small Thrift Shop, and dates back to 1925, while the current church was
constructed in 1941. We also have a parsonage, however, I will have to research the building
date for this. We still have a handful of members who tell stories of yester-year and would like
to preserve this treasure.

Please contact me for any information you require and we will do our best to fulfill your request.
I (we) look forward to meeting you in person and provide you a tour of our property.

In His service,

Wy ~L ol

Samuel H. Bennett, Pastor
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JACKSONVILLE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

LM-09-01

The Jacksonville Historic Preservation Commission will hold a Public
Hearing, pursuant to Section 307.104, City of Jacksonville Ordinance
Code on Application No.: LM-09-01 regarding the proposed designation
of the Lynnwood Christian Church at 5200 Wesconnett Boulevard, as a
City of Jacksonville Landmark as noted below:

Date: Wednesday, March 25, 2009
Time; 3:00 P. M.
Place: Room 851

8™ Floor

Ed Ball Building

214 North Hogan Street
Jacksonville, Florida

Information concerning the proposed designation is on file with the
Jacksonville Historic Preservation Commission and available for
inspection from 8:00 A. M. until 5:00 P. M. Monday through Friday at the
Offices of the Planning and Development Department, Suite 600, 128
East Forsyth Street, Jacksonwville, Florida, (904) 630-1904.

ALL PERSONS INTERESTED ARE NOTIFIED TO BE
PRESENT AT SAID TIME AND PLACE, AND THEY MAY
BE HEARD WITH RESPECT TO THE PROPOSED
DESIGNATION.
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The Commission will make a recommendation as to whether the
referenced property should or should not be designated as a Local
Landmark. The recommendation will be forwarded to the Jacksonville

City Council for final action.

If a person decides to appeal a decision of the Jacksonville
Historic Preservation Commission with respect to any matter
considered at such meeting, he will need a record of the
proceedings, and that, for such purpose, he may need to
ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made,
which record includes the testimony and evidence upon
which the appeal is to be based. § 286.0106, Florida

Statutes
Exhibit A
BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
Real Estate Assessment Number: 097445 0000

Legal Description: 18-4 07-3S-26E .924 LYNNWOOD
SUBDIVISION PT SE1/4 OF SW1/4, Lots, 14,
15, 16, 17, Block 1.
LYNNWOOD ADDITION, LOT 13
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IV.

PROOF OF PUBLICATION OF PUBLIC NOTICE
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FiNANCIAL NEws &

lmily Record PROOF OF PUBLICA;I‘ION

lpubllshed Daily Except Saturday and Sunday)
dacksonvnlle, Duval County, Florida

STATE OF FLORIDA;

HCOUNTY OF DUVAL,

SS:

l Before the undersigned authority personally appeared James F. Bailey, Jr., who on

ath says that he 1s the Publisher of INANCIAL NEWS and DAILY RECORD, a daily

(except Saturday and Sunday) newspaper published at Jacksonville, in Duval County,
':londa; that the attached copy of advertisement, being a

Notice of Public Hearing

R N

in the matter of

Lynnwood Christian Church

Court, of Duval County, Florida, was published
March 11, 2009

Iin the

in said newspaper in the 1ssues of

Affiant further says that the said FINANCIAL NEWS and DAILY RECORD 1s a newspaper
at Jacksonville, in said Duval County, Florida, and that the said newspaper has heretofore
been continuously published in said Duval County, Flornida, each day (except Saturday and
Sunday)} and has been entered as second class matter at the post office in Jacksonville, in
said Duval County, Florida, for a period of one year next preceding the first publication of
the attached copy of advertisement; and affiant further says that ie has neither paid nor
promised any person, firm or corporation any discount, rebate, commission or refund for the
purpose of securing this advertisement for publication 1n said newspaper.

v

Sworn to and subscribed

ANGELA CAMPBELL
Notary Public, State of Florida

My comm. exp. Apr. 10, 2009 Notary Signature

Comm, No. DD 398465 Angela Campbell
Notary Public
n seal James F Bailey, Jr. personally known to me DD398465

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON
. .APPLICATION TO DESIGNATE,

BIS'IORICLANDHARKSITE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on
the 25th day of March, 2009 A.D). at 8:00
p-m., the Jacksonville Historic Preserva-
tion Commission of the City of Jackscnville
will hold a Public Hearing in room 851, 8th
floor, Ed Ball Building, 214 North Hogan
Street, Jacksonville, for the considera-
tion of the Iannwood Christian Church
as a City of Jacksonville Historic Land-
mark Site, pursuant to Jacksonville Ordi-
nanccCod¢307104 L

Exhibit A
BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
Real Estate Appraiser's Num-
" ber: 097445 0000

Legal Description:

18-4 07-38-26E .924 Lynnwood
Subdivision Pt SEL/4 Of SW1/4,
Lota 14, 16, 16, 17, Block 1.
LYN'NWOODADDITION LOT 13

This application (LM-09-01) is being
spansored by the Lynnwood Chru:han
Church. Aeopy of the appheahon may be
examined in the Offices of the
and Development Department, 8uite 600,
Florida Theatre Building, 128 Rast
Forsyth Street, Jacksonville, Florida (904)
630-1904. All interested parties are noti-
fied to be present and will be heard at the
Public Hearing.

Dated this 11th dayuf March, 2009A.D

. Hltchal Welss
Chairman
J m:k_sonville Historic Preservation
Commiasion
City of Jacksonville

Mar. 11 00(09-2937)
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V.

LIST OF PROPERTY OWNERS LOCATED
WITHIN THREE HUNDRED AND FIFTY FEET
OF THE PROPOSED LANDMARK SITE
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I_ANDING BOULEVARD
BAPTIST CHURCH INC
005 BLANDING BV
ACKSONVILLE FL, 32210-7837

.ENNE'IT JERALD E & PAMELA

6115 HYRAM AV
IACKSONVILLE FL, 32210-7813

TEP FRED M & SHEREE L
024 HYRAM AV
JACKSONVILLE FL, 32210-7812

CKLES ALONZO P
037 LYNNWOOD AV
ACKSONVILLE FL, 32210

./NNWOOD CHRISTIAN
CHURCH
200 WESCONNETT BLVD
ACKSONVILLE FL, 32210-7831

!:‘ORIDA PEST CONTROL
EMICAL CO

16 NW 16TH AV
‘AINESVILLE FL, 32601-3799

EEK RUBY
019 LYNWOOD AV
iACKSONVILLE FL, 32210-7816

NZALEZ JOSE
030 DORMINY AV
JACKSONVILLE FL, 32210-7808

CABLE MERRY K
'029 HYRAM AV
ACKSONVILLE FL, 32210-7811

!_AYTON LOURDES D
105 HYRAM AV
CKSONVILLE FL, 32210-7813

GRIGSBY DEWEY W & MARY L
6019 HYRAM AV
JACKSONVILLE FL, 32210-7811

PISTEK PETER F & DEBRA F
5966 WINDSOR FOREST DR
JACKSONVILLE FL, 32210-7861

COOKE DOUGLASS RYAN
TRUST
C/O MARTHA COOKE1728
LANE AV S
JACKSONVILLE FL, 32210-1335

LYNNWOOD CHRISTIAN
CHURCH INCC

5200 WESCONNETT BV
JACKSONVILLE FL, 32210-7831

SMITH JOHN T LIFE ESTATE ET
AL

4931 WESCONNET BV
JACKSONVILLE FL, 32210

CHEEK RUBY M
6019 LYNNWOOD AV
JACKSONVILLE FL, 32210-7816

OGRADY EDWARD J lll & SHERI
L

4031 FAYE RD

JACKSONVILLE FL, 32226-2348

CUMBIE LINDA C ET AL LIFE
ESTATE

5925 DIAN WOOD DR
JACKSONVILLE FL, 32210

FETNER HOWARD A & DINA L
5212 WESCONNETT BV
JACKSONVILLE FL, 32210-7831

PICKETT L DEAN
6028 HYRAM AV
JACKSONVILLE FL, 32210

VILLA JUAN A & SONIA N
6037 HYRAM AVE
JACKSONVILLE FL, 32210

KLOCKENBRINK SUSI K
6018 HYRAM AV
JACKSONVILLE FL, 32210-7812

OSTEEN PAMALA L & WILLIAM
B

6031 LYNNWOOD AV
JACKSONVILLE FL, 32210-7816

BLANDING BOULEVARD
BAPTIST CHURCH INC

5005 BLANDING BLVD
JACKSONVILLE FL, 32210-7837

MORGAN JIMMIE LEE LIFE
ESTATE

5012 PERRINE DR
JACKSONVILLE FL, 32210-7859

CUESTA JOSE A
6047 LYNNWOOD AV
JACKSONVILLE FL, 32210-7816

LEDUC CREWS LILY & KEVIN
LEON

5004 PERRINE DR
JACKSONVILLE FL, 32210-7859

GEISSLER DANIEL G
6023 HYRAM AVE
JACKSONVILLE FL, 32210-7811

MEAD RAYMOND A, SR
6042 HYRAM ST
JACKSONVILLE FL, 32210-7812

MEAD JOAN E
6042 HYRAM AVE
JACKSONVILLE FL, 32210-7812
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Historic Prescrvation Commission Multi-Page ™ City of Jacksonville
Taken on March 25, 2009 Uncertified Condensed Copy
Page 17 Page 19
1 I'm not too thnlled about either, but I'm very 1 guess, organizing. And I'm not sure how to
2 concerned at the rate these houses are being 2 start that process, but that may be a meeting
3 tore down. 3 that needs to happen between our office and the
4 And for people who are worned about the 4 Commussion and General Counsel and Property
5  house, the empty lot is going to be just as S Safety.
6  blighted sitting there for years. And I feel 6 THE CHAIRMAN The rolling fine, does that
7  like we're basically giving these owners what 7  remain even after the home is raised? That
8  they want by tearing these properties down. 8  remains?
9  We're taking the liability off of them, and I'd 9 MS SHAW Yes.
10 like to see some other recourse besides demo or 10 THE CHAIRMAN So they're going to have
11 just allowing it to sit, just for the record. 11 that plus the demolition cost?
12 THE CHAIRMAN Okay. All right. We have a 12 MS SHAW- Yes.
13 motion. 13 THE CHAIRMAN Okay.
14 MS SCHIFANELLA [know. I guess I was 14 All right. Any more discussion?
15 just wondering if anybody can answer that 15 COMMISSION MEMBERS (No response.)
16  question. Is there a way for this market -- for 16 THE CHAIRMAN Seeing none, all those in
17 this property to be -- you know, what's the 17 favor -- we do have a motion and a second also,
18  process to remove it from its owner? 18 so all those in favor say aye.
19 MS SHAW: Well, 1 mean, I understand your 19 Aye.
20  concern regarding the lhability. However, the 20 MR CASE. Aye.
21 owner is not off the hook because once the City 21 MS SCHIFANELLA Aye.
22 abates this property and demolishes it, all the 22 THE CHAIRMAN All opposed.
23 cost that the City has to incur to hire a 23 MS SIMON Aye.
24  contractor to do all of that, all of that will 24 THE CHAIRMAN. Okay. We have three for and
25  be imposed as a lien back to the property. 25  one against, so the motion passes.
Page 18 Page 20
1 So it will -- I mean, it will be a vacant | Next up is landmarks, and we have two. The
2 land, of course, but it definitely will be a 2 first up is the Lynnwood Christian Church.
3 utle -- a title defect on the land. So if the 3 MR McEACHIN You should have received --
4 owner did want to try to come back and sell the 4  or in your packet, you did receive the Planning
5 land, the cost in the lien would definitely have 5  and Development Department's report as it
6  to be satisfied prior to. 6 relates and our recommendation as it relates to
7 MS SIMON I do understand that, and we're 7 this proposed landmark.
8  seeing that happening, but what the owners are 8 It 1s being initiated at the request of the
9  saying is it's cheaper for them to have the 9  church. And, of course, while you have -- what
10 house demoed and pay the demo fee than to pay 10 1 left at the meeting is the full, entire book
11 continued maintenance, repair of the property. 11 with the pictures and the applications and so
12 So that's where we are. It's cheaper for 12 forth.
13 them to let these houses go after they've put -- 13 In doing the research and putting this
14 they've put the house in this situation. I was 14 together, we've found that the building meets
15 in this house when the renovations started and 15  three of the standards necessary for landmark
16 1t was beautiful. There was nothing wrong with 16  designation.
17 this house, you know, four or five years ago. 17 This building was built in 1941. The
18 So that -- I mean, that -- they're getting 18 church -- the Lynnwood Christian Church actually
19 out. Even though the liens are following them, 19 was organized back in 1926, and 1t's the second
20  it's still cheaper than keeping the property and 20  oldest church in the Wesconnett area and I think
21  mantaining and repairing it. 21 this is the oldest sanctuary that's still being
22 THE CHAIRMAN- That goes back to demolition 22 used in the Wesconnett area.
23 by neglect and enforcing that. 23 And the reason why buildings like this are
24 MS SHEPPARD I mean, there's legislation 24 so important is because that area was rural for
25 on the books for that. It's just a matter of, I 25 most of the 20th century until after World

Diane M. Tropia, P.O. Box 2375, Jacksonville, FL 32203
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Historic Preservation Commission Multi-Page ™ City of Jacksonville
Taken on March 25, 2009 Uncertified Condensed Copy
Page 21 Page 23
1 War 11 the first half the 20th century until 1 AUDIENCE MEMBER My name is Samuel Benngtt.
2 after World War ' And then with the opening 2 I'm the pastor of Lynnwood Christian Church. 6.
3 of Jacksonville Naval Air Station, Cecil Field, 3 And I must first say that when I first
4  Camp Blanding, the southwest part of Duval 4  stepped behind the pulpit in front of this
5 County exploded as far as growth, residential 5  congregation, I thought I was going to have a
6  growth, commercial growth, and so forth. 6  stroke, so I hope and pray that you folks will
7 So the whole area has changed 7 be a piece of cake.
8  sigmficantly. It went from rural to being more 8 1 really did want to just put a face to the
9  suburban. And as a result, these landmarks that 9  report and let you know that 1t wasn't too long
10 relate back to that more rural, more -- that 10 ago that we conducted a memorial service at our
11 period in which this was still a very -- a 11 church for a high profile murder victim. During
12 neighborhood full of farms and daines and in 12 that time, we had two of the news network. The
13 some cases <v<n a -- naval store operations, so 13 broadcast networks had their trucks in our front
14 itis important. 14 yard and their high antennas and they wanted to
15 We did find that it meets three criteria. 15 interview me before the service started, which
16  Number 1 was importance to the community. 16  they did. But both networks, people from both
17 Number 2 was 1ts architecture, which is a -- 17 networks commented how beautiful the church
18  it's sort of a late representation of the Gothic 18 was. And they both 1n separate occasions said
19 revival. And then number 3, it seemed to be 19 to me, I never knew this church was here.
20  like a preservation restoration. The building 20 I want to try to preserve this. I should
21 has been well-maintained over the years and is 21 say we want to try to preserve it because there
22 still being used. 22 has been off-the-wall comments, "If I ever hit
23 It includes three -- the campus of the 23 the lottery, we'd tear this down and build a new
24  church includes three properties, the 24 church." Well, you can imagine that sucked in a
25  sanctuary -- oh, that's a bad picture 25 lot of air that day from people -- longtime @_
Page 22 Page ™24
1 (indicating). 1  members.
2 The old church -- believe it or not, this 2 I brought one of the ladies who was born
3 is the original church in '26 (indicating). It 3 into this church. And I'm not, for my safety,
4 sort of looks more residential now. 4  going to tell you what year.
5 And there's a parsonage that's also built 5 AUDIENCE MEMBER [ will. 1942,
6  inthe 1920s (indicating). They're also part of 6 MR BENNETT. QOkay. And her father, who is
7 this nomination. 7 nearly 93, would have been here today -- he
8 That's a quick review, and I'll be happy to 8  helped form this church -- but he's tired out
9  answer any questions if you have any. 9  from turkey hunting. '
10 THE CHAIRMAN Okay. Any other questions 10 So 1t's a lively church is what I'm trying
11 of Joel on this one? 11 to put across. And we love this church and I
12 It meets 3, you said? The suitability for 12 could not imagine it being pushed to the
13 preservation also? 13 wayside. And I just think 1t's so important for
14 MR MCEACHIN Yes. 14 us to preserve the history, not just of this
15 THE CHAIRMAN QOkay. Who was 1t -- I'm 15 church but of the west side of Jacksonville.
16 sorry, who was it that initiated the -- 16 Mr. McEachin -- McEachin -- I'm sorry --
17 MR MCcEACHIN The landmark designation is 17 has really done a very thorough report of the
18  being initiated by the church. 18 background of the church, and we do have a long
19 THE CHAIRMAN By the church itself. Okay 19 history. And I would like to preserve that, of
20 MR MCcEACHIN And we do have some people 20  course, for our children's children and
21 here that may want to speak to this item. 21 generations after them.
22 THE CHAIRMAN Oh, okay. All right, 22 There's been a lot of blood, sweat, and ®
23 All right. Let me go ahead and open the 23 tears and lives put into this church over the
24 public hearing on this landmark. 24 years, and I expect there's going to be a lot
25 (Audience member approaches the podium.) 25 more blood and sweat and tears and probably

Diane M. Tropia, P.O. Box 2375, Jacksonville, FL 32203
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Page 25 Page 27
i lives to preserve the church. 1 recogmze the building, but also to take
2 And, again, I just wanted to come before 2 advantage of certain financial incentives.
3 you today and put a human form to this report, 3 So we went ahead and prepared this report
4  and ] appreciate your attendance. 4  and recommendation. This was actually -- this
5 THE CHAIRMAN- Thank you. 5  report and recommendation actually were done
6 MR BENNETT Thank you very much. 6  several years ago at the request of a
7 THE CHAIRMAN All nght. Ma'am, did you 7  councilmember and it didn't move forward because
8  want to come up and speak? 8  at that ime there was another party that was
9 AUDIENCE MEMBER. No. 9  being considered or -- I'm trying to go into
10 THE CHAIRMAN No, okay. 10  contract to take over the building, and that
11 Is there -- 11 fell through.,
12 AUDIENCE MEMBER Everything 1 had to tell 12 But we found this building met five of
17 you, | wrote out for you. 13 seven crniteria, which is quite high. This is a
14 THE CHAIRMAN- Okay. 14 very, very significant building for its time and
15 Is there anyone else here that would like 15 its style. Its integration of art and
16 to speak on this? 16  architecture, the thought that went into the
17 AUDIENCE MEMBERS (No response.) 17 design of this building and the layout and how
18 THE CHAIRMAN All right. Seeing none, I'm 18 1t functions is really a magmficent building.
19  gomng to close the public hearing. 19 Even though it's not 50 years old, I have
20 I think this is worthy of our support. 20  communicated with the preservation -- or
21 MS SCHIFANELLA Definitely. 21 architectural historian who believe that this is
22 THE CHAIRMAN Anyone want to make a 22 National Register eligible property because it
23 motion? 23 was builtin 1965. It's probably the premiere
24 MS SCHIFANELLA: Mr. Chairman, I move that 24 work of Taylor Hardwick and definitely is worth
25  we approve the application for landmark 25  the preservation.
Page 26| Page 28
1" designation for the Lynnwood Christian Church on 1 So we are recommending that the commussion
2 Wesconnett Boulevard. 2 approve a motion to recommend to the City
3 MS SIMON Second. 3 Council that they not only designate this
4 THE CHAIRMAN: Okay. We have a motion and 4  property as a local landmark, but they warve the
5  asecond. 5  50-year criteria so that it can be considered.
6 Any more discussion? 6 THE CHAIRMAN: Any questions of Joel on
7 COMMISSION MEMBERS (No response.) 7  this?
8 THE CHAIRMAN- All right. Seeing none, all 8 I think we have the same -- were you all
9  those in favor say aye. 9  here for that?
10 COMMISSION MEMBERS: Aye. 10 AUDIENCE MEMBERS We were. .
11 THE CHAIRMAN: All opposed. 11 THE CHAIRMAN- Yeah, I believe you were.
12 COMMISSION MEMBERS (No response.) 12 MR CASE We were here.
13 THE CHAIRMAN- All righi. Seeing none, the 13 THE CHAIRMAN I think that was maybe the
14  motion passes. 14 first -- maybe the first meeting some of you
15 We'll move on to the Haydon Burns Library. 15  were on.
16 MR MCcEACHIN Several months ago, I 16 Okay. I'll going to go ahead and open the
17 believe the representatives of the current 17 public hearing.
18 ownership of the Haydon Burns came before the 18 Anybody like to speak on this landmark
19 commuission or -- with their 1deas on the 19 designation?
20  rehabalitation of this building. 20 (Audience member approaches the podium.)
21 The commission had an opportunity to react 21 AUDIENCE MEMBER Hello. I'm William
22 to those ideas. And based upon that, they felt 22 Cesery, 1450-3 San Marco Boulevard.
23 comfortable that they could move this project 23 Really am just here to answer any questions
24  forward with the landmark designation since that 24  you may have. I think Joel said it all very
25 might provide them -- nét only officially 25 well
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] THE CHAIRMAN: Okay. Thanks. l MR. MCEACHIN Yes. We can -- we could
2 Any questions? 2 take from that what 1 think that Cherry needs toc
3 COMMISSION MEMBERS (No response.) 3 make that statement of support for waiving the
4 THE CHAIRMAN All nght. [ think we're 4 50 year.
5 fine. 5 THE CHAIRMAN. Yes, but it's got to be
6 Thanks a lot. Appreciate it. 6  stated in a motion, right?
7 Anyone else here to speak on this? 7 MR McEACHIN What's --
8 AUDIENCE MEMBERS (No response.) 8 THE CHAIRMAN Did I hear you right,
9 THE CHAIRMAN All nght. Secing none, I'm 9  Chemry?
10  going to close the public hearing. 10 MS SHAW Well, what I just heard is that
11 MS. SHAW: Mr. Chairman, I just -- | wanted 11 you -- are you asking me to state the reason
12 to inquire of staff just to be sure here. 12 about the 50 years?
13 So you're also asking, in addition to the 13 MR MCcEACHIN: No, you're drafting the
14  approval -- well, first of all, prior to 14 legislation.
15 approving this landmark, you're asking the 15 MS SHAW Yes.
16  commission to waive the 50-year requirement 16 MR MCEACHIN [ just want to make sure you
17 because this -- it requires a 50 year -- I guess 17 have enough documentation when you do it to make
18 it be in existence for 50 years to be a 18 the case, and make the case based on this
19  landmark? 19  report.
20 MR MCcEACHIN' That is correct. 20 THE CHAIRMAN: Well, it's in the report,
21 We're requesting if the commission takes a 21 but I think -- well, if I take it right, you
22 motion that's positive to forward a 22 wanted it stated in the motion?
23 recommendation to City Council that they also 23 MS. SHAW Exactly.
24  recommend to the City Council, as part of the 24 THE CHAIRMAN She wants it --
25  action, that they also waive it in this 25 MR. McEACHIN. That's fine. Q
Page 30 Page
| particular case. 1 THE CHAIRMAN: Yes, but is it stated
2 MS SHAW- Okay. And in that case, 2 specifically m the -- where somebody making the
3 Mr. Chairman, you need to make sure that, if 3 motion can find it very easily? I'm not making
4  you're going to waive the 50-year requirement, 4  the motion. I'm trying to make it easy.
5  you need to state the specific reason why you're 5 MR. McEACHIN: It met five of seven
6  waiving that because when I prepare the 6  criteria of 1t based upon that it's, number 1,
7  legislation -- when I prepare the legislation 7  it's a contribution to the history of the
8  indicating that the commission or the council is 8  community. It's a, second, public library
9  waiving that, the council rules require that 9  building.
10  there be a specific explanation and reason of 10 Number 2, it's associated with -- it's one
1t why we're waiving that 50-year requirement. 11 of the best examples of the work of architect
12 THE CHAIRMAN. Okay. 12 Taylor Hardwick.
13 MS. SHAW So I would probably recommend 13 THE CHAIRMAN. Basically the same reasons
14 that you make two separate motions. The first 14 for landmark status you're saying 1s the same
15 one would be to waive the 50-year requirement -- 15  reasons --
16 THE CHAIRMAN. Right. 16 MR MCEACHIN Yes.
17 MS SHAW -- and then you can approve it. 17 THE CHAIRMAN - to waive the 50 year?
18 THE CHAIRMAN Do that first? 18 MR MCEACHIN Yes. It meets five of
19 MS SHAW Yes. 19 seven, which is very high.
20 THE CHAIRMAN: Okay. Joel, was that 20 THE CHAIRMAN Yeah, okay.
21 specifically stated, the reasons? Do you have 21 MR MCEACHIN And it's explained in great
22 it condensed in your report here? 22 detail in the report.
23 MR MCEACHIN' Yes. We -- 23 THE CHAIRMAN- Sounds good to me.
24 THE CHAIRMAN If someone wants to make a 24 MS SHAW Okay. And if I can just add,
25  motion, they can cite it. 25  how old is the building now?
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1 MR MCEACHIN 1965 I motion passes. So motion to waive the 50-year
2 MS SHAW Okay. So how many -- 2 requirement is passed.
3 THE CHAIRMAN Close. 3 Do you want to go ahead and --
4 MS SHAW- So you're talking 40 -- I'm 4 MS SCHIFANELLA MTr. Chairman, I move that
5 sorry. So it's less than five years away. You s we designate the Haydon Burns Public Library for
6  can put that also in there. It's not like 1t's 6  landmark status.
7 20 years. 7 THE CHAIRMAN Okay.
8 THE CHAIRMAN All right. Are you all 8 MR. CASE Second.
9  done? 9 THE CHAIRMAN Motion and second.
10 Angela, you're taking notes. | think 10 Any discussion on this one?
11 you're ready. 11 COMMISSION MEMBERS (No response.)
12 MS SCHIFANELLA Itook notes. I'll try. 12 THE CHAIRMAN. All right. Seeing none, all
13 MR CASE Go for it. 13 those in favor say aye.
14 MS SCHIFANELLA All right. Mr. Chairman, 14 COMMISSION MEMBERS. Aye.
15 I move that we designate the Haydon Burns Public |15 THE CHAIRMAN- All opposed.
16  Library -- 16 COMMISSION MEMBERS (No response.)
17 THE CHAIRMAN We're going to do the waiver 17 THE CHAIRMAN All right. Seeing none, the
18 first. Sorry. 18  motion passes to support landmark status.
19 MS SCHIFANELLA Oh, we're going to do the 19 Are we okay, Cherry?
20  waiver first. 20 MS SHAW: Uh-huh.
21 THE CHAIRMAN: Yeah. 2] THE CHAIRMAN- Okay. That's it for
22 MS SCHIFANELLA: Okay. All night. 22 landmarks.
23 Mr. Chairman, I move that we waive the 23 We're going to move on to COAs.
24  50-year minimum requirement for landmark 24 MR MCcEACHIN Yes, sir.
25  status -- I'm just going to take an aside -- 25 THE CHAIRMAN: As we do that, I'm just
Page 34 Page 36
1 just for this building particularly, right? 1 going to ask if you're here to speak on any of
2 MS. SHAW: Yes. 2 the COAs, if you please try to confine your
3 MS SCHIFANELLA. Okay. That we waive the 3 comments to five minutes. We've got a lot of
4  50-year requirement for the Haydon Burns Public 4 items still on the schedule, and just ask you to
5  Library due to the reasons cited in this report, 5  do that if you can.
6  specifically that it meets five of the seven 6 We're going to use a timer up here, so
7  criteria for designation which is very high, 7  don't be alarmed if you hear a buzzer go off.
8 that 1t contributes significantly to the history 8 So first up is COA-09-004 for 1605 Avondale
9  of our community in being the second public 9  Avenue.
10 library constructed here. And thirdly, because 10 Can we get a report on that?
11 it's one of the most significant works of Taylor 11 MS. SHEPPARD. Yes, Mr. Chairman.
12 Hardwick, a renowned local architect. And it's 12 Just to give you some background -- and you
13 extremely close to the 50-year minimum in age. 13 may choose to table this towards the end of the
14 THE CHAIRMAN Okay. We've got a motion. 14  agenda. It's my understanding that the
15 MR. CASE- Second. 15 applicant was not going to be in attendance at
16 THE CHAIRMAN Okay. Motion and second. 16  tonight's meeting. So there's nobody, 1
17 Any more discussion on that? 17 believe, to speak on it except perhaps the
18 COMMISSION MEMBERS (NO response.) 18 neighborhood orgamzation.
19 THE CHAIRMAN- All right. Motion and 19 You had taken this item up a couple of
20  second. 20  months ago and we had deferred it in hopes that
21 All those in favor say aye. 21 we could get the owner here to speak at it -- to
22 COMMISSION MEMBERS- Aye. 22 speak on the issue. But I talked to them
23 THE CHAIRMAN Al opposed. 23 yesterday and, to my knowledge, they said that
24 COMMISSION MEMBERS (No response.) 24 they were not going to be here.
25 THE CHAIRMAN All right. Seeing none, the 25 So it's up to you as to whether or not we
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1 take it up now or if we just get everybody else 1 thought this was work done in violation.
2 out and take 1t up later. 2 MS SHEPPARD It is. So we can move it to ‘
3 THE CHAIRMAN Is this the one we deferred, 3 that section. It's just by -- 1t was -- 1t's
4 like, two times already? 4  not supposed to be 1n this part of the agenda
5 MS SHEPPARD Right. 5 It's an over- -- it was an oversight by our
6 THE CHAIRMAN What's their position with 6  office.
7 the conditions that you're recommending? 7 THE CHAIRMAN Well, we already brought it
8 MS SHEPPARD [ mean, there's kind of a 8  up. Let's go head and discuss it. I'm really
9 back -- I mean, they're just having a lot of 9  not crazy about deferring this a third time,
10 issues with the house in general. They had to 10 especially under the circumstances.
11 prioritize some pretty extreme issues at the 11 Okay. Do we have any questions of Lisa?
12 back of the house, and so they're in kind of a 12 COMMISSION MEMBERS (No response.)
13 financial situation, 13 THE CHAIRMAN: I'm going to open the public
14 I mean, they understand that, you know, if 14 hearing.
15 you need to go forward that, you know, they'll 15 Seeing none, I'm going to open the public
16  have to do whatever they need to do. They're 16  hearing.
17 just not sure where they're going to get the 17 Anyone here to speak on this item? We're
18  money. 18 talking about 1605 Avondale Avenue.
19 MS SCHIFANELLA I mean, my question -- 19 MS SHEPPARD: There's probably no
20  because we haven't talked about this -- will it 20  pictures.
21 change our opinion if they do -- I mean, I'm 21 AUDIENCE MEMBER' No. I'm sorry.
22 looking at your conditions and I think they're 22 THE CHAIRMAN Seeing none, 1'm going to
23 all appropriate. I don't know that if they're 23 close the public hearing and bring it back.
24  not -- if they can't come and present it that -- 24 We've visited these conditions before.
25 MS SHEPPARD: And I'm not asking -- 25  We've given them a lot of options here. I don't Q‘
Page 38 , Page
1 they're not asking for a deferral. 1 just bring 1 know if you can think of any more you want to
2 itup that, if there was going to be discussion 2 give them, but I think we gave them enough
3 onit, that there's not necessarily anybody here 3 flexibility.
4  tospeak to it. So you may table it towards the 4 MS. SCHIFANELLA* Yeah, my thing 1s I'm
5 end of the agenda and deal with the people that 5  comfortable with the number and scope of the
6  you have here in the room. But if you want to 6  options.
7  take it up now, we can do that as well. 7 THE CHAIRMAN Yeah.
8 THE CHAIRMAN: They didn't indicate, they 8 MS. SCHIFANELLA: I think they should be
9  didn't -~ and just show up. 9  able to come up with a solution.
10 MS SHEPPARD They're not going to be here 10 THE CHAIRMAN [ agree.
11 either way. 11 All nght. So you want to make a motion?
12 THE CHAIRMAN So whether we do it now or 12 MS SCHIFANELLA Mr. Chairman, I move that
13 later -- 13 we approve the staff recommendations for
14 MS SHEPPARD That's totally -- 14 COA-09-004 at 1605 Avondale Avenue.
15 THE CHAIRMAN: Are we okay with moving 15 THE CHAIRMAN Okay. You're moving for
16  forward on this with -- okay. 16  approval with the conditions?
17 MS SHAW- Yes. Based on staff's comments, 17 MS SCHIFANELLA Approval with conditions.
18 yes, I think you're okay to go forward. 18 THE CHAIRMAN Okay. All right.
19 MS SCHIFANELLA- And they haven't asked to 19 MS SIMON Second.
20  withdraw it for any reason and come back or -- 20 THE CHAIRMAN- We've got a motion and a
21 MS SHEPPARD Oh, they can't. The work 21 second.
22 has already been completed. 22 Any more discussion?
23 THE CHAIRMAN' Yeah. 23 COMMISSION MEMBERS (No response.)
24 MS SHEPPARD- So just to -- 24 THE CHAIRMAN: Okay. Seeing none, all
25 THE CHAIRMAN- Well, it's in the COAs. 1 25  those in favor say aye.
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